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Phil’s Thoughts  

My uncle Bill died last month. I 

was in Ketchikan for a wedding 

when I learned of his death, 

and in the words of the great 

blues singer, John Mayall, 

“when I heard the news, night 

came early in my day.” Bill was 

married for 65 years to my 

mother’s younger sister, Na-

dine. I had known him all my 

life. Most vacations we took 

when I was growing up includ-

ed a visit to see them -- my 

aunt, uncle and cousins – and 

our time together was always 

the highlight of our trip. As an 

adult, I got to see Bill more of-

ten as we lived for many years 

in the same metro area. Bill 

lived a good, long life. He was 

86 (although, the older I get, 86 

doesn’t seem very old!), and his 

heart just wore out. He died at 

home surrounded by his family.  

I miss him. 

As I consider my relationship 

with Uncle Bill, it strikes me 

that there are parallels between 

it and healthy relationships 

within the church community. 

As with most analogies, this 

one is not perfect and it does 

not cover all aspects of church 

life, but I hope it merits consid-

eration. Three things standout 

for me. Firstly, although I did-

n’t see Bill on a daily basis, I 

looked forward to our visits 

and anticipated them as posi-

tive experiences. He always 

warmly welcomed us to his 

home, and he was an apprecia-

tive guest when he and Nadine 

visited us. He showed genuine 

interest in our lives and those 

of our children. Secondly, Bill 

was kind, helpful and generous. 

He sought ways to be of assis-

tance, and I tried to recipro-

cate. Thirdly, there was little 

that Bill and I agreed about 

when it came to religion, poli-

tics or social issues, but this did 

not rupture our relationship 

nor dampen our regard for one 

another. We did talk about in 

number of matters, but arguing 

about them was not the prima-

ry focus of our interactions. 

When we did discuss them, I 

had a better understanding and 

appreciation of the perspective 

of “the other side” because of 

our relationship. I think the 

same was true for Bill. 

I have thought about this par-

ticularly in light of responses to 

matters addressed at the recent 

General Assembly of one of 

our denominations, the Presby-

terian Church (USA). A letter 

from denominational leaders 

on p. 7 summarizes many of 

the actions of the meeting. 

Among those that have drawn 

most notice are a resolution to 

divest from U. S. companies, 

Caterpillar, Hewlett-Packard, 

and Motorola that provide re-

sources and equipment that Isra-

el uses in enforcing its occupa-

tion of Palestine, and two items 

that allow for church support of 

same gender marriage. Disagree-

ment about these and other is-

sues threaten to split the church 

and indeed already have (the 

Continued on page 10 



snakes yet. The devotion this 
morning was nice and peace-
ful. But tomorrow, the Alas-
kans [that’s us!] will take 
the spotlight! 
 

June 10, 2014 
We performed our devotion 
this morning. Everybody 
loved it. But the best part 
was Max’s spoken word 
poem. He has some skill and 
potential to be publicly good 
in the future. Today we plan 
on filling in the concrete. 
And we did exactly that. We 
spent the day lifting and 
dumping 80 lb bags of con-
crete. Long story short, we 
left Rosie with a drying floor 
walkway. Lovely lady. Now 
we head back to the Settle-
ment for dinner…where we 
eat then listen to some blue-
grass music. Pretty good, ful-
filling day. 
 

June 12, 2014 
….The past day can be 
summed up on one word: 
tired. However, it’s been a 
day worthwhile since our en-
ergy has been spent in the 
right way. First, the toilet 
was removed (a stinky prob-
lem) and cleaned. The rest of 
the plywood was applied over 
beams that we screwed on. 
The piece that gave us the 
most trouble was awkwardly 
shapen…Then, the luon was 
screwed on, but took time to 
get it exactly right. Frustra-
tion set in once it began to 

rain and our work became 
reserved to inside. Once the 
luon was perfect, we moved 
onto tiles. They had to be 
placed in the correct position 
the first time because the 
backing of the tiles wouldn’t 
unstick. Then the gargantuan 
task of putting the toilet back 
on. The toilet itself doesn’t 
smell as bad but the sewage 
drain smelt horrible. We put 
it on, however it began leak-
ing. So tomorrow, we will fix 
that while finishing tile plac-
ing. Hopefully we’ll be done 
tomorrow. I’m out! 
 
As you can see, the work 
was difficult, and some-
times frustrating, but so 
worth it. We were 
changed because of it, 
and we look forward to 
sharing those stories with 
all of you. Thank you for 
making it possible for us 
to meet Rosie, Charles, 
Debbie, and all other peo-
ple on mission in south-
eastern Kentucky and 
northeastern Tennessee 
and in Atlanta! 
 
Upcoming summer 
schedule: 
 

Mon., 6/30, 3 pm, Fold-
ing cranes at Aldersgate 
UMC 
 

Tues. 7/1, 3:45 pm, 
Meet at Douglas Public 
Library to help judge a 
sidewalk drawing contest 

Summer Youth Corner 

The young people who 

went on the mission trip 

have returned to Juneau 

or have continued on in 

the lower 48 with their 

families on vacation! 

 

In August, when our 

group gets back together 

as our young people pre-

pare for the start of 

school, we will share our 

experiences with all of 

you-our congregations. 

For now, though, I 

thought that I would al-

low the journal passages 

written by our own young 

people on the mission trip 

to speak for themselves 

about the work week at 

the Henderson Settlement 

where we met Rosie and 

her son, Gary, as well as 

Charles and Debbie and 

their family. 

June 9, 2014 
Today is our first day doing 
our actual jobs we signed up 
for at the Settlement. We 
happened to get a job to re-
pair bathroom floor rot, and 
to cement a walkway. Both 
turned out to have a little 
surprise. The walkway had 
cement already under the 
gravel and the bathroom 
needed a lot more than just 
the floor done. Still no 
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Thank you for 

making it 

possible for us 

to meet rosie, 

Charles, Debbie 

and all the 

other people on 

mission 

Continued on bottom of next page 



The Alleluia Children’s Choir Sings This Month 

The Alleluia Choir, our NLUC children's 
singing group, begins practice on July 6!
The choir will practice for 15 minutes 
immediately following worship and be-
fore brunch. Children ages 3-12 are wel-
come - toddlers with a parent can also 
join in. Middle school and high school 
students are invited to help lead the 
group.  
 
If you're traveling and can't make one of 

the practices, you may still attend when 
you can.   
 
The practices will be Sunday July 6, 
July 13, July 20 and the choir will sing 
during worship on Sunday, July 27.  
For more info, contact Nancy Norman, 
Norman.Nancy@gmail.com, 907-523-8424.  
 
Whether you have sung with the choir in 
the past or not, please join us! 
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With this gift, the 

total raised for 

the roof project 

will equal almost 

$306,000.  thank 

you, everyone who 

has helped us reach 

this milestone 

will now contribute the 
promised $25,000.  With 
this gift, the total raised 
for the roof project will 
equal almost $306,000.  
Thank you, everyone who 
has helped us reach this 
significant milestone. 
 
Unfortunately, the pro-
jected cost of the total 
roof-repair project is now 
$590,000.  The estimated 
cost of the project has 
increased by $150,000 
since the project started 
in late April due to much 
more serious damage, in-

Contributors to the roof-
repair project have met 
the challenge of an anon-
ymous supporter of the 
project.  The supporter 
challenged other support-
ers to contribute to the 
roof project by promising 
to match, dollar-for-
dollar, others contribu-
tions up to a total of 
$25,000. 
 
Between May 1 and June 
15 various contributors 
gave more than $25,000 
for the project.  Conse-
quently, the challenger 

cluding destroyed insula-
tion and rotten structural 
components, than origi-
nally believed to exist.  
Consequently, fund-
raising for the project 
continues in the hope of 
further narrowing the gap 
between what we can 
raise and the ultimate, 
total cost of the project.  
Further contributions of 
any amount will be grate-
fully accepted.  Checks 
may be made to NLUC 
with “roof” in the memo 
line, or contribute online 
at the church website. 

Matching-Grant Challenge for Roof  Contributions Met!  

to kick off Douglas's 4th of July Celebration (Contest starts at 4:00 pm) 
 

Fri. 7/4, Come walk in the 4th of July parade in Juneau with the paper peace cranes 
we folded and Juneau People for Peace and Justice! (Time to gather: TBA, parade 
at 11:00 AM) 
 

Sat. 7/12, 9:30 AM, Meet at Aldersgate to help set-up and run children's carni-
val (help out anytime between 10 AM and 2 PM). This carnival will be running at 
the same time as the rummage sale. 

Summer Youth Corner continued 
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Traditional native drums 

– soaked rawhide, 

stretched over a steamed 

oval alder frame and 

tightened with rawhide 

strands.  Each piece once 

a living element endowed 

with a spirit.  Each camp-

er’s personality and spirit 

added to their finished 

drum.  The drum now 

becomes an instrument to 

add to the rhythm of lan-

guage, enhancing stories 

and celebration – this is a 

process thousands of 

years old among many 

traditions. 

  

Forty campers added to 

that tradition this June at 

Juneau’s Camp Champ - a 

four day camp for a spe-

cial group of kids who 

would benefit from a safe 

and trusting outdoor 

camp with plenty of 

healthy food, organized 

activities and an emphasis 

on non-violent conflict 

resolution. 

 

Morgan Fawcett a nation-

al spokesperson and ad-

vocate for those who 

share his disability of Fe-

tal Alcohol Spectrum Dis-

order (FASD) and his 

grandmother Sue Hempel 

coached the campers 

through the physical and 

spiritual drum making 

process. 

 

David Katzeek a Tradi-

tional Thunderbird Elder 

from Klukwan, led the 

forty drummers, staff and 

parents at the Family 

Night camp fire circle in 

joyful and spirited story-

telling, song and dance.  

 

The underlying message 

of healthy community fun 

and self-esteem was 

demonstrated when sev-

eral of the campers vol-

unteered to perform their 

drumming, dancing and 

singing for the whole 

camp.  One young camp-

er said, “I get my courage 

from my mother, my 

drum and my culture.” 

 

Camp Champ was spon-

sored by Catholic Com-

munity Services, the Ju-

neau School District and 

Eagle River United Meth-

odist Camp.  Major finan-

cial support was gener-

ously granted by North-

ern Light United Church 

Native Ministries Fund, 

the Juneau Community 

Foundation’s Great Blue 

Heron Fund, and the 

Shirley Jones FASD fund.  

Camp Champ 2014 at Eagle River United Methodist Camp 
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The drum now 

becomes an 

instrument to 

add to the 

rhythm of 

language, 

enhancing 

stories and 

celebration 



On summer  Sundays, members and friends of the church  sign up to cook 

and serve brunch after worship. Here’s some Q & A for those who  might con-

sider doing this  but who  would like more info: 

Why would I take on one more task this summer? 

Providing the after church brunch allows you to meet new friends as you feed the 

flock and create an opportunity for fellowship for others.  Ask Linda McCargar how 

she agreed to provide brunch with a friend and ended up meeting George, her hus-

band of 30+ years.   

 What are the rules? 

You make the rules.  You can ask a group of people to help you and you decide the 

breakfast or lunch menu.  If you want donuts and coffee, we’ll eat donuts and coffee.  

If you want chicken noodle soup, we’ll eat chicken noodle soup.  

What specific tasks are involved? 

Decide the menu.  Prepare the food at home or in the church kitchen.  Count on 

feeding 80. Tables and chairs need to be set up in the hall. (You choose the configu-

ration and number of seats.) The brunch needs to be ready after church.  After 

brunch the dishes and kitchen need to be cleaned.  Tables need to be wiped and 

most tables and chairs need to be put away.   

I’d like to do this, but cannot afford to purchase supplies. How do I seek 

funds before I go shopping or how do I ask for reimbursement? 

Advance: If you need funds in advance, tell NLUC Office Manager Christina you 

have signed up to cook breakfast and give her a signed note requesting shopping 

money.  She will advance up to $100.00 to you.  Save your receipts for Christina and 

return any unused funds.  

Reimbursement: If you are comfortable waiting for reimbursement, either give your 

shopping receipts to Christina and she will prepare a check or repay yourself from 

the money donated for Sunday breakfast. 

Donation: If you would rather donate the breakfast, just turn the donated funds into 

the people counting the Sunday morning offering and they will deposit the funds in 

the church’s hospitality fund. 

Do I need to purchase paper products? 

These are purchased by good fairies and can be found in the kitchen under the coun-

ter near the window on the stove side.  If you choose to be more environmentally 

Summer Brunch Question and Answers 

Page 5 JULY 2014 



The executive presbyter of the Northwest Coast Presbytery, Corey Schlosser 
Hall, will be with us July 11-13. Northwest Coast is our new presbytery and this is 
the rescheduled visit that was originally planned for January (cancelled due to weath-
er). Corey will meet with our Church Council on Saturday and join us for worship 
and fellowship on Sunday. There may be other opportunities for conversation and 
information sharing about the Presbyterian Church while he is in Juneau. If you are 
interested in learning more about his visit, please contact the church office, 586-
3131, nluc@ak.net.  
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Executive Presbyter to Visit July 12, 13 

People News 

There will be a Juneau  memorial service on Saturday, July 19 at 11:00 for former 

long-time NLUC member Corrine Griffin.  Her family will be here from different 

areas of Alaska and as far as Texas. 

responsible, real dishes and silverware are in the kitchen in clearly labeled drawers.  

It is good to check for supplies on Friday or Saturday. 

Is there anything special I should know about washing the dishes? 

Turn the dishwasher to “On” when you arrive in the kitchen.  It takes a while to 

reach temperature (164%).  The big stainless sinks plug by means of a rod under the 

sink; lift it.  After washing and rinsing the dishes, run them through the dishwasher 

to sterilize them.   It is really, really fast.  Hand washing is done only in the small 

sink to the left of the kitchen door (if you are in the kitchen).  Use the sink to the 

left of the refrigerator for food preparation.   

Who do I ask if I have more questions? 

With general questions call Jean Ann Alter 206-498-9989 or 586-9798 or Myra Mun-

son 206-795-2972 or 586-4737; Marion Gotschall 586-3132 and Carol Barril 586-

1002 have good ideas for recipes.  Or, just ask the people sitting by you at the next 

Sunday brunch.  

Brunch Hosts are sought for July and August. 

Summer Brunch continued 
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The General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church USA met 

in Detroit, July 14-21. The 

General Assembly is the nation-

al governance body of the church 

and it meets every two years. The 

following is a letter from our de-

nominational leaders that sum-

marizes the meeting. 

June 21, 2014 

 

To the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.): 

 

Grace and peace to you in 

the name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

The 221st General Assembly 

(2014) of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) adjourned 

today after a full week of dis-

cussion, debate, prayer and 

discernment. The week also 

was enveloped in worship, 

celebrations, fellowship and 

glory to God. The Assembly, 

anchored on the theme 

“Abound in Hope” (Romans 

15:13), was a resounding 

confirmation that the PC

(USA) is alive, well, and fully 

engaged in being faithful to 

God. 

Tough issues were tackled 

and challenging decisions 

were made. These actions 

were not done lightly, and 

each commissioner and advi-

sory delegate carefully and 

prayerfully worked in com-

mittee and as a full body in 

plenary. Now, over the next 

two years, members of the 

221st Assembly and other 

leaders in the church will be 

about the business of inter-

preting and guiding people 

through the decisions made.  

We hope you, too, will be 

ambassadors for the Assem-

bly’s work, and we offer our-

selves and our colleagues as 

resources. 

 

Now, some highlights: 

 

Relating to the world 

- The Assembly approved 

the “Educate a Child, Trans-

form the World" campaign, 

recommended by the Presby-

terian Mission Agency. This 

is a call on the whole church 

to join in a movement to 

provide quality education to 

1 million children in the U.S. 

and around the world in the 

next four years – as a way to 

alleviate poverty. 

- The Assembly approved a 

measure to divest from three 

corporations – Caterpillar, 

Hewlett-Packard and 

Motorola Solutions – it be-

lieves are not in compliance 

with the church’s policy on 

socially responsible investing. 

The decision is a significant 

step in the denomination’s 

policy that says it should not 

profit from “non-peaceful 

pursuits.” This does not con-

stitute divestment from Isra-

el – the church maintains 

significant investments in 

companies that do business 

in Israel. 

 

Relating to our communi-

ties 

- The Assembly approved 

“The Interreligious Stance of 

the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.).” This statement is 

the result of work by Presby-

terians, Christians of other 

denominations, and repre-

sentatives of many faith tra-

ditions to study how Presby-

terians should best engage 

with people of different 

faiths. 

- Recommendations that the 

PC(USA) advocate measures 

to prevent gun violence won 

resounding approval. The 

GA’s decision calls for such 

actions as the formation of 

support, healing and advoca-

cy groups for those who 

have experienced gun vio-

lence in their families; and 

opposition to “stand your 

ground” and other legislation 

that may entitle gun owners 

to shoot before taking alter-

native measures. 

 

PC(USA) General Assembly Concludes 

Page 7 JULY 2014 

This is a call on the 

whole church to join 

in a movement to 

provide quality 

education to 1 million 

children in the us and 

u.s. and around the 

world in the next four 

years—as a way to 

alleviate poverty 



- The Assembly celebrated 

the nearly 250 new worship-

ping communities in more 

than 100 presbyteries that 

have been counted since the 

last General Assembly. Clear-

ly this is a movement of the 

Holy Spirit, giving the  

promise of renewal and re-

birth throughout the church. 

- For nearly 200 years, the 

Presbyterian church has 

served as one of the greatest 

forces for mission in the 

world. In that spirit, the As-

sembly endorsed an initiative 

to encourage Presbyterians 

to go beyond the walls of 

their congregations and in-

crease their engagement in 

service to their communities 

and the world. By “living 

missionally,” we are inten-

tionally joining in God’s 

transformations of societal 

injustices by following 

Christ’s example of service 

through faith, hope, love, 

and witness. 

 

Relating to each other 

- The Assembly approved a 

recommendation to allow 

teaching elders pastoral dis-

cretion to perform “any such 

marriage they believe the 

Holy Spirit calls them to per-

form,” where legal by state 

law. The body also passed a 

recommendation to change 

language in the Book of Order 

to indicate that “marriage 

involves a unique commit-

ment between two people, 

traditionally a man and a 

woman.” Our prayer is that 

together, through our cove-

nant with one another, the 

PC(USA) can move forward 

on this issue in love and with 

respect. 

- The Assembly overwhelm-

ingly voted to add the Con-

fession of Belhar to the PC

(USA)’s Book of Confessions. 

The action must now be rati-

fied by a majority of the 

presbyteries within the next 

year.  

 

Specific language on all of 

the Assembly’s actions is 

available on PC-biz (www.pc

-biz.org). Assembly in Brief, a 

more detailed compilation of 

the Assembly’s decisions, will 

be available for download at 

www.pcusa.org/ga221.  

 

Jesus clearly tells us in John 

13: 34, “Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love 

one another.” Agape love for 

those in our world, in our 

communities, and for each 

other is essential in these 

days ahead. We don’t all 

agree, yet we must find paths 

to peace and reconciliation 

using the unconditional love 

of God as our guide.  

 

Our charge to you now is to 

go forth with the actions of 

the 221st Assembly, living 

missionally as the church be-

yond walls, and engaging in 

the process of working to-

gether with churches in the 

task of reconciliation. We 

look forward to working 

with you. 

 

In the name of Jesus Christ 

our Lord, 

 

Ruling Elder Heath K. Rada 

Moderator , 221st General 

Assembly (2014) 

 

The Reverend Larissa 

Kwong Abazia                  

Vice Moderator, 221st Gen-

eral Assembly (2014) 

 

The Reverend Gradye Par-

sons                                   

Stated Clerk of the General 

Assembly 

 

Ruling Elder Linda Bryant 

Valentine                          

Executive Director, Presby-

terian Mission Agency 

PC(USA) General Assembly Concludes 
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In that spirit, the 

assembly endorsed an 

initiative to encourage 

Presbyterians to go 

beyond the walls of 

their congregations 

and increase their 

engagement in service 

to their communities 

and the world 

http://www.pcusa.org/ga221


The Northern Light Na-
tive Ministries committee 
has distributed $25,000 in 
grants to fifteen recipients 
in Southeast Alaska. The 
proposals that have been 
funded will make possible 
a variety of programs and 
events that are in keeping 
with the mission of our 
Native Ministries which is 
“celebrating and sharing 
the ministry, healing, uni-
ty, diversity, music, and 
languages of Alaska’s 
First People.” Eleven 
grants ranging from 
$1000 - $3000 have been 
given to Senior Centers in 
the Southeast Alaska 
communities of Angoon, 

Craig, Haines, Hoonah, 
Hydaburg, Kake, Saxman, 
Sitka, Wrangell, Yakutat, 
and Juneau. The funds 
will be used for Native 
Foods dinners and pro-
grams, and transportation 
for Native elders. Grants 
of between $2000 and 
$4000 have been distrib-
uted to organizations in-
cluding Haven House, 
Camp Champ, Goldbelt 
Heritage Foundation for a 
“Tlingit Word of the 
Week,” and AWARE for 
a new Boys Run program 
that has a strong Native 
values component. In ad-
dition, Native Ministries 

is providing funding for 
two initiatives that it will 
co-sponsor. $5000 has 
been awarded for a series 
of Tlingit language im-
mersion gatherings for 
Native elders and families 
with young children that 
will be developed by the 
Tlingit Haida Central 
Council and held at 
NLUC, and nearly $2800 
will go toward equipment 
for Tlingit language re-
search undertaken by Da-
vid Katzeek. David will 
offer presentations at the 
church about  his work.  

Native Ministries Grants Awarded 
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Grants….have 

been distributed 

to organizations 

including haven 

house, camp 

champ, goldbelt 

heritage 

foundation and 

aware 

Congregational giving in 
support of Northern 
Light's operational budget 
during June has increas-
ingly been below what it 
was budgeted to be.  As 
of June 23 the total 
amount given in June was 
about $3,200 or 15% less 
than what the 2014 
adopted budget anticipat-
ed.   
 
With one Sunday remain-
ing in June, it is possible, 
albeit improbable, that 
the monthly goal for con-
gregational giving can still 
be met.  The church's op-

erational budget covers 
the normal, day-to-day 
expenses of the church 
but not other, special pro-
jects such as the roof re-
pair. 
 
Even with June's sub-
budget giving, for the year 
as a whole (as of June 23) 
congregational giving for 
the operational budget is 
still above what it was 
budgeted to be by almost 
$12,000.  However, 
$12,500 of that over-
budget giving was desig-
nated for the youth mis-
sion trip of earlier this 

month.  Consequently, 
practically speaking, 
June’s weak showing in 
congregational giving has 
left the giving for the first 
half of the year (as of 
June 23) disconcertingly 
below planned-for levels. 

June’s Operational Giving Slips Below Budget 



riage, but I did not advo-

cate leaving the denomi-

nation when similar reso-

lutions failed at previous 

General Assemblies. I 

hope those on the current 

“losing” side of the issues 

do not leave now, alt-

hough I know that some 

will. But whether we have 

“won” or “lost,” I also 

hope we will remain 

mindful of the purposes 

of resolutions and our 

backing of them, or op-

position to them, within 

the body of Christ. The 

reason for the divestment 

resolution is to support 

the struggle of the Pales-

tinian people, not to 

threaten Israel’s right to 

exist. But I don’t believe 

that opponents of divest-

ment are anti-Palestinian; 

they are concerned for 

Israel’s safety and securi-

ty. In similar vein, sup-

port for marriage equality 

is not for the purpose 

making opponents un-

comfortable. Rather, it is 

to offer the full measure 

of pastoral support for all 

couples, opposite gender 

and same gender, who are 

called to live within the 

covenant of marriage, “a 

fitting estate for human-

kind.” But I don’t think 

church folk who oppose 

marriage equality hate gay 

people; they believe that 

biblical teaching does not 

allow for same gender 

relationships.  

My support for divest-

ment and marriage equali-

ty notwithstanding, I 

don’t think the right 

stance on an issue should 

ever be a litmus test for 

church membership. In 

his sermon on the catho-

licity spirit of the Chris-

tian faith, Methodism 

founder John Wesley fa-

mously said, “Though we 

cannot think alike, may 

we not love alike? May we 

not be of one heart, 

though we are not of one 

opinion? Without all 

doubt, we may. Herein all 

the children of God may 

unite, notwithstanding 

these smaller differences. 

These remaining as they 

are, they may forward one 

another in love and in 

good works.” We may 

not all not think alike, but 

we can love alike. That is 

the way it was for my Un-

cle Bill and me. The love 

Phil’s Thoughts continued 

specter of schism is pre-

sent in the United Meth-

odist and other denomi-

nations not just the PCU-

SA). In response to the 

possibility of splitting, 

some argue that the 

church should refrain 

from taking stands on 

issues, but I do not think 

this is the answer. If our 

unity requires avoidance, 

then our faith resources 

are unavailable to us as 

we make decisions. I be-

lieve it is important for 

the church to speak about 

the issues of the day. Our 

faith should matter for us 

as we approach social is-

sues as well as our per-

sonal relationships. The 

great commandment to 

love God and neighbor is 

not relegated to private 

spheres of life, but should 

inform all that we do. But 

neither is the purpose of 

church decisions to de-

clare winners and losers 

and to define who is “in” 

and who is “out” of rela-

tionship.  

I agree with the positions 

that General Assembly 

has taken on divestment 

and same gender mar-
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If our unity 

requires 

avoidance, then 
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us as we make 

decisions 

Continued on next page 



that united us was of 

more significance than 

the opinions that separat-

ed us, as important as the 

issues are. Such is our 

calling as the body of 

Christ where there are 

many parts and various 

gifts. Within the body, I 

believe it is possible to 

“have the same care for 

one another,” so that “if 

one member suffers, all 

suffer together with it; if 

one member is honored, 

all rejoice together with 

it.” (1 Corinthians 12: 25, 

26) 

It can be a wonderful 

thing, of course, to be in 

relationship with those 

with whom we agree. 

There is strength and pos-

itive energy when we are 

moving in the same direc-

tion. And, there are many 

expressions of the body 

of Christ and no one 

should feel pressure to 

stay in a congregation or a 

denomination against her 

or his will. But I also be-

lieve we can love and 

learn from across our dif-

ferences and be enriched 

by them instead of ripped 

asunder. I pray that by 

God’s grace, we discover 

the capacity to maintain 

healthy relationships 

within the body. From 

my personal perspective, 

it will be a fitting tribute 

to my Uncle Bill if we do. 

 

Come mingle with the chil-
dren, come sit with the elders 
and the youth, for the King-
dom Feast is now in our 
midst, where we welcome all 
people to dine. 
 
Come rich and poor together, 
come, guest, stranger, traveler 
to rest, from the streets and 

shelters gather all in, see the 
face of Christ present today. 
 
Come kingdom seekers sing-
ing, come, searchers of silence 
and the soul. Wipe away all 
tears, the Kingdom is near; 
here we live in the light of the 
Lord. 
 
(There is) Plenty good room, 
plenty good room, plenty good 
room in my Father’s King-
dom 
Plenty good room, plenty good 
room, plenty good room.  
Just choose your seat and sit 

down. 

words from the St. 

Therese Catholic 

Church (Seattle) 

gospel choir,  

“Shades of Praise,” 

based on the Ne-

gro Spiritual, 

“Plenty Good 

Room” 

Phil’s Thoughts continued 

Alaska Annual Conference Meeting 

The meeting of the Alaska Annual Conference was held May 30, 31 at Anchor Park 
United Methodist Church in Anchorage. Our church was represented by our lay 
leader, Averyl Veliz, and our pastor, Phil Campbell. Watch for a report about the 
meeting in next month’s newsletter. 
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 *those who served as Greet-

ers/ushers:  Katherine Hope, Marie 

Olson, Marianne Mills, Karen Peska 

 *Jean Overstreet, Tom Per-

kins, and Don and Jan Kussart who 

assembled the June newsletter 

 *Those who provided 

brunch:  Deacons, Jim and Jean 

Ann Alter, Myra Munson, Linda 

McCargar and George Partlow, Car-

ol Barril, Andi Story, Sue Alexan-

der, Kathleen Jensen 

Many people and groups are in-

volved in making sure things happen 

at NLUC.  Each month we would 

like to recognize some of those indi-

viduals and groups for their special 

services. Special thanks to: 

 *those who served as Litur-

gists:  Betsy Brenneman, Gail O’Dell, 

Tom Perkins, John Evans, Carol 

Barril 

 *Those who provided 

flowers:  The Allingtons, Kate 

Burkhart, Jean Ann Alter, Carol 

and Tony Barril, Barbara Searls 

 *June Degnan who kept 

the Celebration Hospitality suite 

available for the four-day Cele-

bration 

 If you have a suggestion for a 

thank you, call Christina at the church 

office, 586-3131 or e-mail her at 

nluc@ak.net.  

Thank yous 

Birthdays 

Please save Saturday, Aug 16th - 5:00 pm for a potluck picnic at the first Shelter at Sandy Beach on Douglas Island. 

We will join with the greater community of friends of Vance & Rachel Sanders to say goodbye and wish them 

well. The Sanders will be moving to North Carolina.  

Community Send Off  for the Sanders 

1 Laura Doogan 

2 Lillian Austin 

3 Myra Munson 

 Joseph Johnson 

5 Gerald Gotschall 

6 Nico Bus 

10 Eleanor Dailey 

 Karen Patterson 

11 Sara Paddock 

 Chuck Blankenship 

12 Kate Burkhart 

14 Rachel Sanders 

 Logan Sanders 

15 John Borbridge  

17 Mike Miller 

18 Dabney Meachum 

 Hunter Meachum 

19 Kathleen Jensen 

20 Kevin Araki 

21 Isaac Schlosser 

24 Corrine Conlon 

26 Julie Williams 

27 Myrna McKinley 

28 Flora Beierly 

29 J Allan MacKinnon 

 Curt Stanghill 

30 Jenifer Shapland 

 Kristy Germain 

31 Callahan Fowler 

 

Some topics are:  Inspirational, Jesus, Grief/Loss,  Addiction, Family Life, Parenting,  Alaskan Cultural,  Women 
of Faith, Bible commentaries, and much more.  There is also a children’s section.    No need to check out the 
book.   Just help yourself.  Then, return the book(s) when you are done.    

Library News 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

2:30 Guo Xia 

2 

Noon ACOA 

5:30 Chancel Choir 

 

3 

 

4 

7 Men's Breakfast 

Noon ACOA 

4 Heartstrings 

5 

 

6 

10 Worship 

After worship– 

brunch and  

Alleluia Choir 

rehearsal 

7 

11 Lifering 

12 Bartlett Toddlers 

5:15 JPPJ 

7 Young Adult 

Group—off site 

 

8 

2:30 Guo Xia 

 

9 

Noon ACOA 

5:30 Chancel Choir 

 

 

10 

5:00 Council 

 

11 

7 Men's Breakfast 

Noon ACOA 

4 Heartstrings 

12 

9am Bartlett Dads 

5 Council Dinner 

with Presbyter 

13 

10 Worship 

After worship– 

brunch and  

Alleluia Choir 

rehearsal 

14 

11 Lifering 

12 Bartlett Toddlers 

5:15 JPPJ 

7 Young Adult 

Group—off site 

15 

2:30 Guo Xia 

 

16 

12 ACOA 

5:30 Chancel Choir 

 

17 

5:15 Glory Hole 

Board Meeting 

 

18 

7 Men's Breakfast 

Noon ACOA 

4 Heartstrings 

 

19 

11:00 Corrine Grif-

fin memorial 

6:30 Concert 

20 

10 Worship 

After worship– 

brunch and  

Alleluia Choir 

rehearsal 

21   11 Lifering 

12 Bartlett Toddlers 

5:15 JPPJ 

7 Young Adult 

Group—off site 

22 

2:30 Guo Xia 

 

23 

Noon ACOA 

5:30 Chancel Choir 

 

24 

 

25 

7 Men's Breakfast 

Noon ACOA 

4 Heartstrings 

 

26 

 

27   10 Worship 

Brunch follow-

ing worship 

Deacons 

28 

11 Lifering 

12 Bartlett Toddlers 

5:15 JPPJ 

7 Young Adult 

Group—off site 

29 

Newsletter Dead-

line 

2:30 Guo Xia 

Girl Scout Over-

night Group 

30 

Noon ACOA 

5:30 Chancel Choir 

Girl Scout Over-

night Group 

31   {tw/ - {ǘŀũ tŀǊƛǎƘ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ /ƻƳπ

ƳƛǧŜŜ 

WttW - WǳƴŜŀǳ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

WǳǎǝŎŜ 

!/h! - !Řǳƭǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎ 

DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘ 5ŀȅ /ŀƳǇ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŜƪ уΥол-пΥол 
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Downtown at 11th and  ôAõ Street 

T: (907) 586 -3131  

Email: nluc@ak.net  
 

Pastor:   Rev. Phil Campbell  

E-mail:  nlucpastor@ak.net  
 

Intern:  Melissa Engel  

E-mail:  mengel@iliff@edu  

Now broadcasting Sunday Services at  

https://new.livestream.com/nluchurchjuneau.   

Sermons, newsletters and Juneau Empire articles also can be 

found on our website:  

northernlightchurch.org or you can find us on face book.  

  
 

No matter who you are,  

no matter where you are on lifeôs journey,  

you are welcome here.   

Summer Sunday Schedule  

 Worship begins at 10, followed by 

brunch 


