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Phil s Thought s

blessverb.to invoke divine careme n 6 s Me mo r i a lcal gudranteee It i notelib assur-
for; to confer prosperity or happamess of those who have perance that everything from this
upon. ished are chiseled into the  day forth will be fine. Bad things
granite wall. Each year, the will sometimes happen; rain will
fleet blessing also includesthe ont i nue t o f al |
Last month, | had the reading of the names ofthoseand t he unbl essec
privilege of participating in twowho have died. phrase Matthewds
blessing ceremonies. On May
4, during the twendyrst annu-

The Forest Service Are blessings worth the
al Blessing of the Fleet, | Shed:c%ti_on ac_ll_<|novytltladgéa?hthtatbo_thter ilf they catmrf\ot pr?vtide ad

: ! | e the labis on Tlingit land that spiritual warranty for safety an
ﬂessggtggstﬁzrggigﬁg%h the government now occupiess uc c e s s ? By f ai't
crgw eyl Thet \Ejessels . The_ taki_ng of the I_and and th_eBIess_in_g is a life posture. Itis the
the fishing season. | also demmatlon of Native cu_Iture iconviction that Go_d wills the _
blessed the Malaspina Ferry a sordld.dlmlensmn of hlstqry.yvelkbelng of creation. A blessing
that was on a voyage celebrat-l.-he deQ|catlon ceremony ideris a way to declare, in the words
ing the fiftieth anniversary of t|f|_ed_th|s troubled_ I_egacy, andof t he ) hymn, th a t
the Alaska Marine Highway Tlingit elders participated Fatherds Worl d. o

"prominent!l y i molivelwiththé avarénsssthat d i C
On May 18, | was part tion. This created an oppor- life is a precious gift. To be

of the dedication of the new Utunity for healing, partnership,blessed is to experience the won-
S. Forest Service lab thatis and recommitment to a just der and joy that accompanies life
adjacent to the University of future for all people and all of lived in the embrace of our lov-
Alaska Southeast. | blessed thgeation. ing Creator. To be blessed is to
Tlingit house posts that were commit ourselves to live as bless-

In the midst of the joy- . -
E:ﬁﬁ;ggatm?oigg%\;\v:%gzie ful celebration and the sombel'95 to others. A blessing is a

posts, Eagle and Raven Wa,[Cﬁeflections that the ceremoniegectl.?rzt'on 0('; hopel, Sn ?Ct Off
over the lab establishing bal- contained, | have reflected onJr&TUd€, and a celebration o

love
ance and respect, and grantin

hat it means to offer a bless-~"~"
the Forest Service permission™9" It is a daunting undertak- As summer begins and

g
~ Jng. Jh g% blessing, we, we revel in fresh opportunities
L rom n © Aako ‘}é’ e %\&%‘ % de[()%s lg% ifodwork gnd pecreatsrme that tiee,
or in that location. : :
and we pray that our endeavosgason provides, may we experi-
Both these ceremonieswill bear good fruit. But we doence it all as blessing. May our
were great celebrations filled not control results. Does a  days be good and long upon the
with the excitement of new  plessing promise protection foearth, and may we rejoice in the
beginnings. They were also the fishing fleet? Does a blessgift of life given anew each day.
solemn occasions. Commercighg indicate that racism is nowGo forth together to love and to
fishing is a major industry in  eradicated and no longer af- live, to be blessed and to bless.
Juneau, and one of the most fects our community? Sadly, And the God of all hope and
dangerous. The Blessing of theeither of these assertions is peace will be with us along the
Fleet takes place at the Fishetrue. A blessing is not a magi-way.
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Youth Corner

Greetings! denfi or, as we have We will continue to meet
been discussing during on Sunday evenings as a
Qur recent youth gather- group this summer, and
little bit of ime outside  N9S: yvhat it means to be the schedglg_wnl mglude
toward the end of May adisciplgvhich, by the longer activities during

. .-way, is just a fancy Latin the week. Keep an eye

What amazing weather to i
help celebrate the close 0\{:\/ord for student). out for upcoming events.

another school year!

I hope everyone had the
chance to spend at least

I call our ear iae ped Seoinfal &
Juneds arri \Pa\ols C%ip £ s hd Pikefojetpraple Knowi n -
foritto

opportunity to settle in to ten ape our that my parents, ‘.Joy and
what many of us might summer. As a group, we John, will be visiting Ju-

_ : ! e
experience as the Iull be- arrived at three major areneau from June 1) 8h,
as of what it meansto  We will be having an
tween the end of a busy S - )
. practiaiscipleship: (1)  evening barbecue at
school year and the begirf=, =7 . :
- editation/Reflection/  Sandy Beach on June
ning of a less structured ) . P .
Prayer; (2) Taking Action;12hii more details to
summer. Such lulls can nd (3) Buildina Health me. and | invit ¢
have a range of impacts: and (3) Building Healthy come, a Invite you to

. ) , O |
boredom, loneliness, ex- Relationships. Do you  join us!

- - have ideas o pbest
citement, relaxation, and/ ?ngﬁ)}’sgrpnﬁe@ .

t sheer iov.. sometimes P 7 @Ct i ceso i ple-
guzt%iggymseopee;' s ship? Share them with ~ Allyn

school year lull can be a me; share them with the

good time to reflect on youth.
what it means to be a stu-

Summer Lunches Served

Members and Friends of Thursdays beginning Juné&:30. There will also be an
Northern Light will be 4, and at the Gruening  opportunity to play games,
joining with others in our Park Community Center read, or run around on the
community to serve lunchon Mondays starting Juneplayground with the chil-
for children and youth ~ 10. At Douglas, we will dren after the meal. If you
this summer. Many who serve between 12:30 andwould like to help prepare,
receive free or reduced 1:30. There will be orga- cook, serve, provide food,
price lunches during the nized activities before andead stories, play games,
school year will now haveafter. At Gruening Park, etc., please call or email the
meals in the summer as we will put up tables and church, 58131,

well. We will serve at chairs at 11:30, serve  nluc@ak.net

Douglas United Method- lunch from 121, and

ist on Tuesdays and clean up between 1 and
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New Member to be received

On June 2, Melody Mil- last trip was driving the extended to all. | am
lard will join our church Dempster Highway in  grateful that | will have
and she shares these = September and tenting it the opportunity to serve
words of introduction. along the way. My pas- wherever the Holy Spirit
sions are my family, run- leads me. At this time, |
My husband and | have ning, music, and social feel called to better know,
been together for over justice. learn from, and assist my
thirty years and are new brothers and sisters
blessed to have two adultSince the very first servicén Christ. | believe that
children living in Juneau. | attended at Northern ~ God will bless me with
Among other things, my Light Church, | have felt the time, energy, and en-
son and | especially enjoymuch more at peace and thusiasm to serve Him | give thanks that
going to concerts togethehave been deeply touchewherever | am led.
and my daughter and | by the sermons | have
have a great time going heard. | have also been Romans 12:60 é s o ihasledmeto
out to lunch. A family warmly welcomed by so Christ we, though many, form,.. body of
favorite is having a cook- many duringPassing the one body, and each member
out; we us u @eakmyd aftensardices. Wbglongs to all the others. WeChristwhere
until summer and have give thanks that the Holy have different gifts, accordingve an
the first one in February. Spirit has led me to this t0 the grace given to each of
My husband and | enjoy Body of Christwhere U S € 0
going on road trips; our love and acceptance are extended to all

the holy spirit

acceptance are
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Whom to serve?

We are told (in Mathew tion homes and goinganddoiiga n k account so
6:24 of the Scholars Ver- whatever you want,andsoiti® t he master t
sion, by the Fellows of the very seductive. However musbrgelare:

Je.sus Seminar) that Jesussay thgt you will not Tall into ﬁheweekly worship and fel-

said: trap of it, you do fall into the tra'?owship'

\ fooijt oG
ONo one can Ple 'a' sTave t 9 dh Ybitious operating
masters. No doubt that slave budget to fund church

will either hate one and loveagleveek David Katzeek (& ... .

other, or be devoted to onel4iRgit elder who teaches o .

di sdain the Tingiklanguage and guifured afeeging angl gheltering
enslaved to both God and ¥ & wide variety of groups  those less fortunate than
bank accountangagenciesaround South- many of us;

east Alaska and beyond) ¢ support and comfort in
many opportunities Two weeks ago théew shared that this spring he times of loss and pain;
to shift from the . ) volunteered to teach a small _
York Timeguoted Rajat .. ¢ growth and nurture in
ta (a once highly re group of adults the Tlingit )
master of fibdaHR gnly language and related cultural becoming fuller human

r Il Street investor o T
accountso an dga dednall Street investo values. For the first time he beings;

and corporate board mem-, . .
) ._is doing this withoutany 1 space and support for pre
money to the ber currently appealing his

. . monetary or other concrete -school education;
conviction of conspiracy

. ompensation. Reflecting o .
and securities fraud relate P 9op 4 huge roof repair and

fiGodo to his insider trader in- 1o nehasfoundthat, ina = o 5 cement project under

volvementas follows: new qnd qllfferent w:y,fh:e 'S which church and com-
expf—:-rlencmg awondertu munity activities occur.
feeling of personal accom-

oWhen 11 00Kkydhen'B¥a%dtfuffiiment €20 !
am driven by money. And ., g previous instruction-T h € many opport

when [ live in this society, ¥Yindertakings have not prgn@ke the actual shiftin

Northern light

certainly gives us

master that is

know, you do get fairly maﬁggld. Omasterso6 any e
istic, so | look at that. | am they do help us by giving us a
disappointed. | am probably chance to choose the ones

more materialistic today th¥khat about the rest of us? that are right for each of us.
was before, and | think moMéy i ¢ h 0 ma s t e rpgr that wegivitRanks.0 | -
is very seductive. You ha/@Wéng?

watch out for it, because the Jim Alter

more you have it, you get yggfli€rn Light certainly
comforts, and you get usegjiges us many opportunities
you know, big houses and y6gift from the master of
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Camp Champ 2013
June 1720

Juneauods Eagl e R/iver Unite

A camp for a very special group of kids

Onceagainsome3@ 0 young campers will head
Methodist Camp this June for four days and three nights of fun, food and out-
door activities in a safe and structured environment. These are kids who nor-
mally would not have a camp experiéritbey may be in transition awaiting
affordable housing, in some cases separated from one or both parents by some
court action or kids who would just benefit from a structured camp experience

0 a chance for kids to be kids.

The secular camp is sponsored by the Eagle River United Methodist Camp in
partnership with Catholic Community Services and Juneau School District.

You can help
Volunteer in the kitchend for a meal, half a day or all day
Donate fresh fruit or healthy snacks
Volunteer for final clean up- Thursday June 20, 1®8:00PM

Donate Moneyd A generous grant of $3,000 was received from the Ju-
neau Community Foundation. The total camp cost is $6,000. Your
generous donation will help us reach that goal (checks can be made
out to t he cNomherdlsghtfUnitedcCadate Gagne n t
Champ, 400 West 11th. St. Juneau, AK 99801).

For information call K.J. or Peggy Metcalf 586738 or the Northern
Light United Church office 5863131
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Thank you from JAMM

On May 9, the Church Council was visited by students and teachers from JAMM (Juneau Alaska Music Matt:
program in the Juneau schools that provides elementary students early access to playing musical instrumen
Northern Light gave JAMM a grant from the Anderson Music Fund to help insure that more students can par
pate in this great program. JAMM presented thank you cards from the students as well as one of the paper v
the students make to help them learn how to hold the instrument. The cards and violin (see photo) are poste
the bulletin board by the kitchen in the Fellowship Hall.



