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Phil’s Thoughts
Falling on March 27,
Easter is early this
year (the earliest it
can be is March 22),
and this means Lent,
the 40 day season of
preparation before
Easter, begins February 10 (Ash
Wednesday)!

The ten questions
McLaren poses for A
New Kind of Christianity are:
1. What is the Biblical
Narrative?
2. How is the Bible
Authoritative?
3. Is God Violent?
4. Who is Jesus?
5. What do we do
As has been our
with the Church?
church’s tradition, we 6. What is the Goswill hold a Wednespel?
day 6:30 p.m. study 7. Can we talk about
during Lent. We
human sexuality withbegin on the 10th with out it dividing us?
a brief Ash Wednes8. How do we view
day worship service
the Future?
followed by our first
9. What about other
study session.
Religions?
10. So what do we
This year, our study
do/what Actions do
guide will be Brian
we take?
McLaren’s book, A
New Kind of Christiani- McLaren’s thesis is
ty: Ten Questions that
grounded in his apare Transforming the
proach to scripture.
Faith. McLaren is a
During the study, we
former pastor and
will explore the Bible
prolific author. His
questions and then
work appeals to a
decide as a group
diverse array of
which additional
Christians, and those questions to consider.
considering ChristiIf there is interest, we
anity. He is a clear
will continue after
and creative articula- Easter, and perhaps
tor of vibrant and
add additional quesvital faith, and his
tions to the list.
writings give expression to a life of integ- I hope you can parrity, purpose, social
ticipate in this study
justice, and personal
that can be a valuable
commitment.
part of your Lenten

journey. You can pick
up a copy of the
book at church, and
it is also available in e
-book formats.
If you are interested
in the study, but
unavailable on
Wednesday nights,
please let me know.
I am happy to talk
with you about
scheduling a second session at a different time.
May Lent be for all of
us a season of spiritual exploration and
faithful questioning
that will better prepare us for the living
of our days.
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Youth Corner
You are invited to...
Mission Trip Fundraiser Dinner
Saturday, February 13
6:00-9:00 PM
St. Brendan's Episcopal Church
Come enjoy a fun
night of love in
our version of
Costa Rica with

Come enjoy a fun night of love in our version of Costa Rica with your friends, family, or someone you love! Enjoy a photo set with a beach theme, roses for sale, Salsa
dancing and music, a Costa Rican meal, and other fun things at our fundraiser dinner to help us get to Costa Rica in June. The young people prepping for this mission
trip will be making the food and putting a lot of effort into this dinner that you
won't want to miss!

your friends,
family, or

Tickets are $25/person. For families 4 or more, $20/person. Tickets will be for sale
after worship on February 7.

someone you
love!

Youth Group Schedule
Sun. Feb 7 @ Northern Light 4:15 Mission Trip Meeting
4:45 Room Design Meeting
5:15-7:15 Youth Group
Sat. Feb 13 @ St. Brendan's

2-4:30 PM Setup for Fundraiser Dinner
4 PM Cooking and Prep Begins
6-9 PM Fundraiser Dinner

Sun. Feb 14 @ NLUC

4:15 PM Youth Advisory Council Meeting
5:15-7:15 PM Youth Group

Sun. Feb 21 @ NLUC

4:15 Mission Trip Meeting
5:15-7:15 PM Youth Group

Sun. Feb 28 @ NLUC

5:15-7:15 PM Youth Group

Souper Bowl of Caring
After worship on Sunday, February 7 (Super Bowl Sunday), the youth will collect monetary donations for this year’s other Souper Bowl – the “Souper Bowl of
Caring!” Contributions will be divided between the Glory Hole, and our church’s
weekend food bag program for students at Riverbend Elementary.
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2015 Annual Meeting was a Great Success
The Annual Meeting of
NLUC was held after
church on Sunday, January 31, 2016. Everyone
enjoyed great food with
many dishes prepared by
members of the congregation. The Middle
School Sunday School
class prepared homemade
muffins for the potluck.
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast set up the tables, and
the Middle School class
helped with the tablecloths, napkins, and silverware. Thanks go to
Judy Knight for coordinating the meal arrangements.
Corey Schlosser-Hall, the
Executive Presbyter of
the Northwest Coast
Presbytery called the
meeting to order and
brought greetings from
the Presbyterian congregations in the Northwest.
Corey announced that our
presbytery is now being
joined by additional
churches in Central
Washington.
Phil presented on behalf
of United Methodist Conference Superintendent
Carlo Rapanut, outlining
Carlo’s six passions for
the work of the Alaska
UMC: Engagement; Welcoming; Discipling; Risk-

taking; Connection; and
Calling.
In his pastor’s report, Phil
gave special thanks to all
those who gave extra effort last February when
he was South for surgery
and recovery. He also
noted that our worship
attendance has dipped a
bit and he recalled the
counsel of our late Pastor
Emeritus, Dr. Walter
Soboleff, who would remind everyone that they
can invite others to
church.

Treasurer Jim Alter gave
the financial report via
the phone from Maui,
and thanked the congregation for its amazing
generosity. In addition to
a fully supporting the
core budget, the congregation contributed nearly
$130,000 for community
and global outreach such
as the Front Street Clinic
and Refugee Resettlement. Judy Knight gave
thanks for Jim’s wise and
thorough oversight of the
congregation’s finances.
Natalie Powers prepared
a PowerPoint presentation of the Visioning
Work Plan that was developed by the congrega-

tion in 2014 and that continues to provide effective
guidance for our many
ministries.
The following members
were elected to office:
Council - Marianne Mills,
Freda Westman, Pat Gorman, Kelly Henriksen
Deacons - Denise Carroll,
Susan Bus, Wally Marvin
Staff Parish Relations –
Maxine Richert, Jane
Ginter
Property Management –
Margaret MacKinnon,
Pua Maunu
Nominating Committee Barbara Searls, Marion
Gotschall, Linda Miller,
Joy Lyon, Bruce Morley
The bulk of the meeting
featured presentations by
designees for various
groups in the church:
Council (Anne
Standerwick), Deacons
(Kate Burkhart), Property
Management (George
Reifenstein), Staff Parish
Relations (Marianne
Mills), Community Opportunities (Melody Millard), Community of
Christian Women, (Carol
Barril and Native Ministries (Barbara Searls). Special thanks were extended
Continued on page 6
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Lent
Lenten Study Begins Feb. 10
This year we will use Brian McLaren’s book, A New Kind of Christianity as the basis of
our Lenten study. We will meet Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. and books are available at
church. To secure a book, contact the office, nluc@ak.net, 586-3131, or sign up on
the sheet on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board.. The book is also available in e-book
formats.
If you are interested in the study, but unavailable on Wednesday nights, please
contact Phil, nlucpastor@ak.net, to explore scheduling an additional study session.

Lenten Lunches Slated for Thursdays starting Feb. 11
“One Body; Many Members” is the theme of this year’s Cooperative Church Council Lenten Luncheon Series. This year, a different church will be responsible for the
meal, set up, music and program on a given week. Lunches are on Thursdays, noon
– 1 in our Fellowship Hall, and monetary donations for the meal go to the Glory
Hole. We are in charge the first Thursday, Feb. 11. (See below for how you
can help.

Lenten Lunch Volunteers Needed
Northern Light is hosting the entire 6 Lent Lunches. We are the provider of soups
and breads for the first lunch on February 11 and help is needed with set up and
clean up. Please let Judy Knight know is you can make a pot of soup, provide bread
or most important help with set-up or clean-up. We also need to provide some support and assistance to other church groups who will be serving their soups for the
other five lunches. Judy can be reached at 586-9562 or judyknight58@hotmail.com.
The children and
youth raised $3,450
for Heifer
International, an
ecumenical
organization with
sustainable
agriculture projects
in over 50 countries.

Living Gift Market
Thank you to all who
supported our Sunday
school’s Living Gift Market on Sunday, December
6. The children and
youth raised $3,450 for
Heifer International, an
ecumenical organization

with sustainable agriculture projects in over 50
countries. NLUC’s support is enough to send
more than 45 animals including a water buffalo,
llamas, goats, sheep, pigs,
rabbits, and many flocks

of chicks to agricultural
families, providing them
with food and sources of
income for the future.
Together we transform
lives. Your generosity
makes a difference!
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CPM Seeks Input on Possible Sanctuary Chancel Area
Remodel
The Committee on Property Management has
been exploring options
for changing the front
part of the sanctuary –
the chancel area where
the piano, organ, lectern,
and pulpit reside, and the
choir sits when singing.

Changes are being considered to increase the flexibility of the chancel so
that it can better serve as
the staging area for various musical and theatrical
uses for community
groups as well as to enhance our worship space.

CPM wants to hear
from you! Do you support a chancel remodel?
If so, what questions do
you have? What are your
ideas for altering the
space? To register your
input, email the church
office, nluc@ak.net.

Join the throng for
the fourth annual

Rise for Revolution! One Billon Rising on February 16
Join the throng for the fourth annual One Billion Rising gathering to end violence
against women and girls, Tuesday, Feb. 16, noon in the State Office Building Atrium.
One Billion Rising is a worldwide movement and the Juneau gathering will be one of
the hundreds that will take place across the globe. Juneau speakers include First Lady
Donna Walker, and there will be lots of music! Come, rise with us for justice and
freedom! Our church is again serving as one of the sponsors of the celebration. Be
there!

One Billion Rising
gathering to end
violence against
women and girls,
Tuesday, Feb. 16,
noon in the State
Office Building

Join the Choir!
There's almost as much
laughter as singing heard
at Wednesday night chancel choir practices! If you
love to sing, you are invited to come join in the fun
and fellowship, from 5:30
to 6:30 pm, Wednesday
evenings, downstairs.
Look for the room almost
directly below where the

Atrium

choir sits in church.

welcome.

Easter people can make a
short term commitment,
for the next six weeks to
sing on Easter Sunday. If
you've been wondering
which Sunday's the choir
sings, it varies depending
on musician schedules,
usually once or twice a
month. Men are especially

Thanks to Jacque's direction, and talented musicians Anne and Don, our
joyful noise is shaped into
beautiful music.

If you play an instrument,
have ideas, or want to
share or help plan special
music on other Sunday's,
please talk to pastor Phil.

Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer Sought
Do you have an interest in finance? Like to know more, like to work with budgets?
The church is interested in your interest! To learn more, contact current treasurer,
Jim Alter, jimjeanalter@hotmail.com.
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Annual Meeting Continued
to those whose terms
ended in 2015: Pattie Adkisson, John Norman,
Jane Ginter, and Judy
Knight, Council; Theresa
Araki and Margaret Pugh,
Deacons; Ji;m Alter and
Marianne Mills, StaffParish; Nico Bus, and
Marion Gotschall, Property Management.
To learn more, contact the
church office to receive
an annual meeting report
packet in hard copy or via
email. The reports are also
posted on the church
website,
northernlightchurch.org.

Report highlights included:
- the affirmation of our
church becoming a More
Light Presbyterian and
Reconciling United Methodist congregation that
welcomes LGBTQ persons into the full life and
leadership of the church.
- thanksgiving for the
opening of Haven House,
a home for women returning from incarceration, and for June
Degnan’s hard work that
made it possible;
- appreciation for Bruce
Morley’s Deacons’ sponsored work of providing
cleaning supplies to families in need;
- celebration of the Na-

tive Ministries sponsored
trip to Yakutat to lead
worship at the Presbyterian Church there;
- the announcement of
the upcoming Community of Christian Women
meeting where recipients
of the proceeds of last
November’s bazaar will
be selected.
In addition to the verbal
reports, the Sunday
School classes and the
Cooperative Youth
Group presented visual
displays.
To emphasize the celebrative mood of the
meeting, and led by Gail
O’Dell, we interspersed
the singing of “Allelu,
Allelu…Praise Ye The
Lord” during the reporting.
As the meeting drew to a
close, Phil expressed
thanks to Anne
Standerwick for her many
involvements. In addition

to serving as Council
Moderator, Anne teaches
Sunday School, coordinates the families with
young children group,
and accompanies the
chancel choir.
Under other business,
Juneau mayor and church
member Mary Becker
spoke of the importance
of our pastor’s visibility in
the community.
The meeting was closed
in prayer by Corey at 2:12
p.m.

Thanks go to Council
Clerk Jane Ginter whose
stellar note taking ability
provided the source material
for this Annual Meeting
article. To learn more about
the work of our church, contact the church office to receive an annual meeting
report packet in hard copy
or via email. The reports are
also posted on the church
website, northernlightchurch.org.
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Households with Children Group to Host All Church
Game Night February 26
Come one, come all to the NLUC February Fourth Friday GAME NIGHT AND
SUPPER, Friday, February 26, 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your favorite games or just show up to play someone else’s favorite. Fun and fellowship for
all ages! Sign up on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board, or contact the church office,
nluk@ak.net, 586-3131, so we will know how much food to prepare. And, if you
would like to help organize the event, let us know that, too! Questions? Contact
Anne Standerwick.

All Church Workday Saturday, February 13
Beginning at 9 a.m., Saturday, February 13, we will clean, organize, repair, sort and
toss at church! There are walls, windows, doorknobs and cabinets to wash, upholstery to shampoo, closets to organize, supplies to arrange, and junk to be disposed
of! There will be a job list to give direction. You are welcome to bring gloves, tools,
cleaning supplies, etc., but regardless, everyone is welcome to come lend a
hand. Thanks!

Northern Light is one

Family Promise Update - info meeting Feb. 18
Northern Light is one of
the Juneau congregations
committed to Family
Promise, a national hospitality ministry in which
religious communities, on
a rotating basis, house in
their buildings, families
without homes. Family
Promise hopes to begin
operating in Juneau in
August of this year. Want

to know more? Come to a
meet and greet with Jeanna Beck, the Family
Promise regional representative. Thursday,
February 18 from 5:006:30, St. Paul’s Parish
Hall on the corner of
Egan and Mendenhall
Loop Road (9055 Atlin
Drive) This is a great
chance for community

members and congregational leaders to learn
more about the program
and ask questions about
how this has worked in
other communities.

of the Juneau
congregations
committed to Family
Promise, a national
hospitality ministry in
which religious
communities, on a
rotating basis, house
families without homes
in their buildings.
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We will ….discuss the
distribution of more
than $7,000 in bazaar
income. Please join
the excitement and
share your thoughts
on how we can
maximize our bounty to
benefit the needs of
women and children
here in Juneau, in
Alaska and world

CCW Celebration, Saturday, February 27
The first gathering of the
Community of Christian
Women for 2016 will
begin at 10:30 am on Saturday, February 27 in
the Fellowship Hall. We
will celebrate the very
successful 2015 Holiday
Bazaar during a business
meeting to discuss the
distribution of more than
$7,000 in bazaar income.
Please join the excitement

and share your thoughts
on how we can maximize
our bounty to benefit the
needs of women and children here in Juneau, in
Alaska and world
wide. Let's be innovative,
let's be generous! We
previously provided funds
to Haven House,
AWARE, Riverbend Elementary School Snack
Packs, Camp Champ,

Alaska Child and Family,
United Methodist Women, Presbyterian Women,
No More Malaria and the
Guatemala Mission. A
light lunch will be served
following the business
meeting. All women of
Northern Light Church
are welcome to attend,
please put us on your
schedule.

wide.

January’s Operation Giving Above-Budget
Congregational giving In
support of Northern
Light’s day-to-day budget
began 2016 strongly. The
total amount given during
January was about 8%, or
$2,000, above what the
adopted 2016 budget had
assumed it to be. Thanks
to everyone who contributed to this vigorous start
in our year’s giving.
January is obviously only
1/12 of the total budget
year. Thus, conclusions
about how the whole year
will go are premature.
Nevertheless, it’s better to

be “ahead of schedule”
after the first month than
“behind”.
Being ahead of budget
indicates that the congregation’s giving mode is
affirming. This, in turn,
reassures the church
Council and other church
leaders that the funding
they had anticipated
(when adopting the budget in December) being
present for this year’s
programmatic activities
will, in fact, be there.
Northern Light’s “day-to-

day” budget is its
“Operational” Budget.
80% of its revenue comes
from congregational giving. These gifts and the
other 20% of the budget’s
revenue pay for Northern
Light’s routine expenses,
such as staff, utilities, supplies, maintenance and
repairs. Designated gifts
for specific programs,
especially those run under
the auspices of an organization different than
Northern Light, are
(100%) forwarded to the
specified program.
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Dinner at the Glory Hole
One of the ongoing ways
Northern Light shares at
the Glory Hole , Juneau’s
emergency shelter and
soup kitchen, is providing the evening meal on
the third and fourth
Tuesdays of each
month. The third Tuesday menu is chili and spaghetti is served on the
fourth Tuesday. Many
members and friends participate in this effort by
shopping for food, donating funds, cooking, serving the meals, and sharing
fellowship with Glory
Hole patrons.
Here’s how it works:
The Sunday before each
meal, a signup sheet for

food, cooks and servers is
posted on the church information bulletin board
in the Fellowship Hall.
Food marked “Glory
Hole” can be left in the
church kitchen/
refrigerator or taken to
the Glory Hole kitchen by
3:30 p.m. the day of the
meal (food costs can be a
donation or reimbursed
by the church office).
The cooking crew
(usually three to five
folks) begins preparation at the Glory Hole
at 4:00 p.m. and Dinner
is served at 6:00. The
servers can then share the
meal with others eating at
the Glory Hole. Many in

our congregation provide
faithful help and are always eager to share this
experience with new volunteers. There is always
someone there who has
done it before and knows
the ropes.
Thanks to the many who
participate in this important ministry of food
and fellowship! If you
would like to be part of
this ministry you are
encouraged to sign up
on the bulletin board or
contact the church office, nluc@ak.net, 5863131.

Wrestling Jerusalem March 3 - 6
Along with Congregation
Sukkat Shalom, Juneau
People for Peace and Justice, and Perseverance
Theatre, our congregation, Northern Light
United Church is excited
to cosponsor Wrestling
Jerusalem, a one person
play about the Israel and
Palestine. March 3 – 6,
2016 at the JAAC, 350
Whittier Street. Thursday and Friday shows
are 7:30 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday matinees
are at 2.

Set in the United States,
Israel, and Palestine;
WRESTLING JERUSALEM follows one man’s
journey to understand the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Author/Actor Aaron Davidman’s solo performance is a personal
story that grapples with
the complexities of identity, history, and social justice. While giving voice to
over a dozen different
characters, the play sheds
light on one of the most
entrenched conflicts of
our time.

As a play sponsor, tickets
for Northern Lighters are
reduced to $20! Let’s plan
to gather a group and go
together! The performances will be followed
by a time of discussion
and conversation with the
playwright. Spread the
word! This will be a significant opportunity to
expand understanding,
engage in honest dialog,
and learn from each other
amid varying perspectives.

One of the ongoing
ways Northern
Light shares at the
Glory Hole ,
Juneau’s emergency
shelter and soup
kitchen, is providing
the evening meal on
the third and
fourth Tuesdays of
each month.

Birthdays
1

Bobi Trani

12

Nancy Norman

25

Leon Shaul

Chad Mores

14

Stephen Petershoare

26

Su Alexander

2

Reuben Yost

15

Sue Deems

Tisa Becker

3

Catherine Fritz

Chloe Likins

Mark Brown

Jason Hope

Hailey Vonda

Beth Nordlund

4

Jennifer Sheakley

16

Edith McHenry

5

Rob Becker

18

Dori Germain

7

Jean Ann Alter

22

Shelley Travis

Debbie McBride
Susie Pothier

28

Frank Coenraad

Chloe Vonda
23

Jeremy Schlosser

Thank yous
Many people and groups are involved in making sure things happen at NLUC. Each month we would like to recognize some of those individuals and groups for their special services. Special thanks to:
*those who served as Liturgists: Kate Burkhart, Kelly Henriksen, John Evans, Tom Perkins, Margaret MacKinnon
*those who served as Greeters/ushers: Denise Carroll, Susan and Nico Bus, Marianne Mills, Kimberly Homme
and Summer
*Tom Perkins, Jean Overstreet, and Don and Jan Kussart who assembled the November newsletter
*Those who were refreshment hosts: Morleys, Karen Dillon and Linda Miller, John Doogan
*Those who provided flowers: Kate Burkhart, Margaret and Allan MacKinnon, Karen Dillon
*Those who served as Acolytes: Ferguson Wheeler, Madelyn and Dori Germain, Dominique Morley
*Judy Knight for organizing and coordinating the Annual Meeting potluck.
*Celia Wheeler, Grace and Aaron Standerwick for setting our tables for Sunday's potluck and for making the
delicious mini-muffins, and many thanks to Mom (Anne) Standerwick and Sunday School teacher Teresa Campbell for their guidance. Thanks to the Men's Friday Breakfast group for putting up the tables and Jenny Purcell,
Teresa Campbell and Kathy Hope for the help with clean-up

If you have a suggestion for a thank you, call Christina at the church office, 586-3131 or e-mail her at nluc@ak.net.

February 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 11 LifeRing

2 3 Violin Lessons

3 12 ACOA

5:30 Climate
Change

5:30 Chancel
Choir

5 7 Men’s Breakfast

6 9 Bartlett Dads

1 Bartlett Toddlers

4 9:30 Lectionary
Study

12 ACOA

6 Theatre Practice

7 Theatre Practice

10 Weekend Food
Bags

3:30 Cub Scouts
6:30 ANS Camp 70

6:30 Haven House

7 Theatre Practice
7 10 Christian Edu- 8 11 LifeRing
cation
3:30 Cub Scouts
11 Worship
5:15 JPPJ
4:15 Youth Mission
6:30 ANS Camp 70
Trip Meeting
7 Theatre Practice

9 12 Cooperative
Church Council
3 Violin Lessons
6:30 Haven House
7 Mudrooms
6 Theatre Practice

14 10 Christian
Education

15 11 LifeRing
3:30 Cub Scouts

11 Worship

5:15 JPPJ
4:15 Youth Mission
5:30 SPRC
Trip Meeting
6:30 ANS Camp 70

21 10 Christian
Education
11 Worship

22 11 LifeRing
3:30 Cub Scouts
5:15 JPPJ

4:15 Youth Mission
6:30 ANS Camp 70
Trip Meeting
7 Theatre Practice

16 3 Violin Lessons
5:30 Climate
Change
6 Theatre Practice

23 3 Violin Lessons
6 Theatre Practice

10 12 ACOA
5:30 Chancel
Choir
6:30 Ash Wednesday Service and
Lenten Study - p.
4
17 12 ACOA
5:30 Chancel
Choir
6:30 Lenten Study
7 Theatre Practice

24 12 ACOA
5:30 Chancel
Choir
6:30 Lenten Study
7 Theatre Practice

3 Violin Lessons
4 Heartstrings

11 9:30 Lectionary
Study

12 7 Men’s Break- 13 9-3 All Church
fast
Work Day - p.7

10 Weekend Food
Bags

12 ACOA

Lenten Lunch

3 Violin Lessons
4 Heartstrings

5 Council
18 9:30 Lectionary
Study

19 7 Men’s
Breakfast

10 Weekend Food
Bags

12 ACOA

Lenten Lunch

4 Heartstrings

26 7 :00 Men’s
Breakfast

10 Weekend Food
Bags

12 ACOA
3:00 Violin Lessons
4:00 Heartstrings
5:30 Game Night p. 7

28 10 Christian
Education
11 Worship
12:30 Deacons

29 11 LifeRing
3:30 Cub Scouts
5:15 JPPJ

6:30 ANS Camp 70
4:15 Youth Mission
7 Theatre Practice
Trip Meeting

6 Cub Scout Potluck

3 Violin Lessons

25 9:30 Lectionary
Study

Lenten Lunch

20

27 10:30 CCW
Meeting - p. 8
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No matter who you are,

E-mail: nlucpastor@ak.net
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you are welcome here.

