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Phil’s Thoughts
Those who have been following the news know that our
government leaders are facing
huge challenges with regard
to the state budget. As oil
prices drop, the states share
of oil receipts, the main
source of state revenue, drop
as well. Funding for education, social services, transportation, capital projects and
everything else the state oversees is threatened. Another
issue before the state that has
potentially more complex
budgetary implications is
Medicaid Expansion. How
should faith communities respond to these challenges?
Do our core values shape our
responses? Our faith does not
prescribe specific legislative
answers, but it does call us to
engage in public life and address the issues of the day.
Methodism’s founder, John
Wesley, spoke of the social
holiness that accompanies
personal holiness along one’s
Christian walk. Presbyterian
perspectives are shaped by
the Reformed tenet of the
Sovereignty of God. God’s
sovereign care and concern
for individuals cannot be separated from God’s concern
for society as whole, and for
creation itself. Jesus taught an
expansive view of the responsibilities of his followers. Everything is to be guided by the
Great Commandment to love
God and neighbor, and the
parable of the Good Samari-

tan in Luke 15 makes it clear
that anyone in need is our
neighbor. Our responsibilities
are collective as well as individual. This is identified in the parable of the sheep and the goats
in Matthew 25 that tells us that
feeding, clothing, visiting, and
caring for the least of our
brothers and sisters is the calling of Jesus’ followers. The
sheep and the goats as identified in the parable are not just
the individual followers; it is the
nations that the Son of Man
gathers before him (Matthew
25: 32).
The task is not easy; the state
cannot spend money it does not
have, state savings will not last
for long, and talk of taxation is
perennially unpopular. (For the
record, I am in favor of taxes.)
These challenges notwithstanding, as we enter the season of
Eastertide, a time of new life
that overcomes the discouragement of death, can we not boldly declare our hope that we can
discover ways to love our
neighbor and care for all Alaskans? As people of faith, we can
pray for our leaders, engage in
study of the issues so that we
can be informed participants in
the public conversation, and
advocate for responses that
emerge out of our convictions.
We will not all agree on the specifics, but we can continue asking the faith questions of how
do we love our neighbors and

provide for the least of our sisters
and brothers. Each issue – education, social services, transportation, public dissemination of information and many others – deserves thorough consideration. I
can’t address all of them here, but
I encourage you in your efforts as
you continue to gather information and to decide where your
faith and values are leading you.
One matter I will mention is Medicaid Expansion. This proposal
would extend health insurance to
40,000 Alaskans who currently fall
between the health care cracks.
Healing is a prominent dimension
of Jesus’ ministry, and in our day
most healing comes through access to health care. Both our denominations support universal
health care, and I believe Medicaid expansion is one step in that
direction. In my view, it is imperative to extend health care to our
neighbors in need, and I believe
Medicaid expansion is the best
way to do this given the current
situation.
I have long advocated universal
health care, but this year it is more
personal. I have consumed far
more health care in the last six
months than I have in all my previous years of existence combined. Without access to the excellent health care that my health
insurance paid for, I likely would
not be here to write these words,
and it is simply unfair that the
health care that is available to me
Continued on page 5

NORTHERN LIGHT UNITED CHURCH NEWS

Page 2

Youth Corner
We are still the “Cooperative Youth Group.”
But we are taking great steps to explore and
discern who we are and what we stand for as
an ecumenical and diverse group. At the end
of March, after this newsletter is due for
April, we will have a session of group discernment for our name as we consider our
diverse and shared values and our mission.
We ask that you keep us in your prayers as
we discern and articulate just who we are.
Perhaps next month, you will know our
name!

helped prepare lunch at the Glory Hole. The
food looked so delicious and we served it
while hungry ourselves! We raised money for
World Vision through the 30 Hour Famine.
Right now, the amount is over $600.00 and
not all of it is collected. Thank you to those
who donated!
This month, along with our dreaming and
discernment sessions, we will get to recommit ourselves to being a “Green” Youth
Group as Earth Day approaches. So, this is a
lot! We have a lot going on and we are continuing with our fun nights (right now they
are movie nights) once a month. In April, we
will probably combine a service project with
a fun night outside.

In April, we will begin to dream about next
summer's mission trip that will be open to
high schoolers (grades 8-12 will plan and
raise funds next school year). The youth
group will split into 2-3 teams and dream.
Then, we will present to each other and enter Thanks for all the support we receive from
into a discernment process filled with prayer. each of the churches in this youth group coWe ask that you also keep this process in
operative!
your prayers.
Blessings this Easter,
A few weeks ago, March 20-21, as many of
you are probably aware, we completed a 30
hour juice and technology fast as an act of
solidarity and love with hungry children who
need food and care all over the world. We
juiced fresh fruits and vegetables knowing
full well how privileged we are to do that. We
helped out at the Salvation Army Thrift Store
by straightening and organizing clothes and
sorting clothes in the back. We also helped
clients at the Southeast Food Bank by helping them to carry food to their car and

Melissa
Youth Group Schedule
April 5 - No Youth Group ~ Happy Easter!
April 12 - Douglas UMC 5:17-7:17
April 19 - St. Brendan's Episcopal 5:17-7:17
April 21-25 - Melissa gone for Midterms!
April 26 - Holy Trinity Episcopal 5:17-7:17

Easter Schedule
Worship will be at 11am and will feature music from all three of our singing groups: the
Chancel Choir, Tlingit Gospel Singers, and Song for the Journey. New members will be received.
-For Refreshment Time after Worship, you are invited to bring a special Easter treat to
share. We are particularly seeking breads/ muffins, hard boiled eggs, and fruit.
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New Member
My name is Denise Carroll.
My husband Jim and I have
lived and worked in Juneau
for 49 years and raised five
children here. During that
time we were affiliated with
another church. After a year
and a half of soul searching, I
left that church and, on No-

vember 4 of last year, joined
NLUC. For me, it is a much
better fit. I enjoy the fact that
without exception all people
are welcome here, and women
who are called to a life of
ministry are readily accepted.
The fact that Northern Light
is very community-minded

appeals to me also.
From the start, I was made to
feel welcome, invited to join
in church activities and I am
having a good time making
new friends. Phil and Teresa
add to the mix of Northern
Light United Church being a
special place.

Deacons at your service
This year, the Deacons are working to make it easier for people who cannot easily get to
church to join us for worship. One way to do this is to organize ride-sharing among members of the congregation. This is not an ongoing commitment to provide transportation, but
simply a way to help everyone who wants to come to worship services get to church. If you
are interested in offering a ride to church on Sundays, whether periodically or on a regular schedule, please let the Deacons know. Once a cohort of folks willing to offer a ride to
church has been recruited, the Deacons will then be able to connect people in need of a ride to
church with someone willing to share a ride to church. To volunteer, email Kate Burkhart at
k.burkhart@hotmail.com or call her at 586-5993.

YES, Youth Exchange and Study
YES, Youth Exchange and
Study, is in its fourth year in
Juneau where we presently
have Hassam from Pakistan,
Christina from Palestine, and
Mohamed from Egypt with
us.
They’re on their way to the
University of Colorado with
Rich Moniak for a conference
on World Issues, then back to
play soccer, finish school and
go home mid-June. With new
ideas and a better understand-

ing of the United States. Certainly they have helped all of
us, adults and their teen peers,
to better understand their life
experiences in the Muslim
world.

Please consider hosting one of
these students. They bring
their world to us and enrich
our lives. We of Juneau People for Peace and Justice are
committed to continuing this
35,000 students have applied program which changes lives
to this program, from which in Juneau and the world. I’ll
the state will select 700 bright be happy to talk with you.
and brave students to come to Peace be with you.
the US from their countries
Judith Maier
with significant Muslim popu- 789-9229.
lations. Now they wait for us
to help fulfill that dream.
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Alleluia Children’s Choir to Sing in Worship May 10
Rehearsals begin April 12
Save the dates! The Alleluia Choir, our Northern Light United Church children's
singing group, will begin practicing on April 12 for singing in worship May 10.
Please mark your calendars and plan on joining us for our 15 minute practices following Sunday School and immediately preceding our 11:00 a.m. worship, down the
stairs and to the right in the Sunday School room.
Children ages 3-13 are welcome - toddlers with a parent are also welcome to join in.
Middle school or high school students who would like to help lead the group would
be a blessing!
The practices will be on these 5 Sundays from 10:45-11:00 a.m.: April 12, 19, 26,
May 3 and 10. If you can't make some of the practices, not to worry; just attend the
ones you are able to come to.
The choir will sing on Sunday, May 10 (Mother's Day) during 11:00 a.m. worship.
Thanks so much for supporting this worship opportunity for children of our NLUC
community. If you have questions, or to learn more about the choir, contact Nancy
Norman, Norman.Nancy@gmail.com, or 523-8424

Cookies for the Glory Hole Fundraiser
On Sunday, April 26 the
Glory Holes annual Empty Bowls fundraiser will
be at Centennial Hall.
Our church, NLUC, is
going to provide 18 dozen cookies. Soups and
breads come from restaurants and businesses in
town.
Are you willing to bake
one or two dozen cookies
for this event? If so,

please sign up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. Nice size cookies of two inches or larger
are preferred. You can
make any flavor cookie.
Cookie bars are okay too,
but need to be cut into
bars. Be sure to package
your cookies carefully so
they don’t crumble or
break. Packaging needs
to be a non-returnable

container or zip-lock bag.
Cookies need to be at the
church on Sunday, April
26 and Carol Barril will
deliver to Centennial Hall
immediately after worship. If you can’t deliver
to our church that Sunday
morning, please make
arrangements with Carol
at 586-1002 or you can
call her if you have questions.

A study on nonviolence, justice and peace continues
on April 19 after worship
Our reference book "Jesus Christ peace maker - A New Theology of Peace" by
Terrence Rynne explores Jesus's sermon on the Mount and draws applications for
today's world. If you have questions contact Melody Millard, 321-5067, or KJ
Metcalf at 586-6738.
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Phil’s Thoughts continued
should be denied others. Critics of Medicaid believe it needs to be reformed. I have
little doubt it does, but so does the entire health care delivery and payment system.
An example are my recent hospitalizations that have cost more than a half million
dollars! Reform can and should lower costs, but coverage should not be withheld
while reform is accomplished. To learn more about a faith perspective on Medicaid
Expansion, I recommend a booklet produced by the faith based group, AFACT,
Anchorage Faith and Action, Congregations Together. It is available on the web at
http://www.anchoragefact.org/pdf%20files/Medicaid%20web.pdf.
Our faith does not dictate a single solution on any issue, but I do believe that it
compels us to seek the common good and particularly to care about the needs of
those on the least of our sisters and brothers. If you have a perspective on any of
the issues our state is facing, I encourage you to contact the House and Senate leadership and Finance Committee members, as well as those who represent you. In this
Eastertide season of transformation and new life, it is the right thing to do.

Special Congregational Meeting April 19 after worship
The Church Council hereby calls a special congregational meeting for Sunday, April
19 in the church sanctuary immediately following the benediction of the 11 a.m.
worship service. The item of business for the meeting will be to fill a vacancy on
the Deacon Board. The nominating committee has brought forth the name of Denise Carroll to fill the vacancy. All are welcome at the meeting and every church
member is eligible to vote.

March’s Operational Giving Springs Back
Congregational giving in
support of Northern
Light’s operations was
very strong during March.
Actual giving during the
month was over $11,000
greater than what it was
budgeted to be.
“Thank You” to all who
contributed to this strong
showing of support for
Northern Light’s day-to
day operations.

March’s support was a
complete reversal of the
previous two months’
giving pattern. Both January and February’s giving was noticeably underbudget. However,
March’s giving was so
strong that the net result
for 2015’s first three
months is that operational
giving is above budget by
almost $7,000.

One of Northern Light’s
new programmatic endeavors this year is
providing weekend food
items for Riverbend Elementary School students
who receive free or reduced-price school breakfasts and/or lunches during the week. To date, we
have received over $2,400
for that effort as part of
this year’s operational giving.

Birthdays
1

Joy Lyon

Jane Lindsey

22

Melissa Engel

2

Andi Story

Linda Miller

23

Jessica Paris

3

Betty McDonough

Duff Mitchell

26

Dick Deems

4

Rachel Searls

Jacob Sanders

14

Aislinn Shaul-Jensen

Madeline Germain

16

Clarence Antioquia

27

Florence Sheakley

6

Sally Engstrom

17

Ora Bowen

28

Wally Marvin

7

Kimberly Homme

18

Barbara Searls

9

Betsy Brenneman

19

Denali Murray Shapland

10

Freda Westman

20

Martha DeFreest

11

Vance Sanders

21

Katelyn Thomson

Thank yous
Many people and groups are involved in making sure things happen at NLUC. Each month we would like to recognize some of those individuals and groups for their special services. Special thanks to:
*Liturgists for March: Tom Perkins, Peggy Sue Wright, John Evans, Kelly Henriksen, Carol Barril
*Greeters/ushers for March: Eric & Brandy Scott, Don & Jan Kussart, Denise Carrol, Judy Knight, Katherine Hope
*Tom Perkins and Don & Janet Kussart who assembled the March newsletter
*Refreshment hosts for March: Eric & Brandy Scott, Deacons, Carol Barril, Linda Miller, Karen Dillon, Judy
Knight, June Degnan, Anne Standerwick
*Those who provided flowers for Sunday worship: Kate Burkhart, Jane Ginter, Bob Coghill, Judy Knight,
Carol Barril
*For help with the Lenten Luncheon on March 26: Bread providers Esther Millea, Mary Borthwick, Pattie Adkisson and Denise Carroll; and, clean up crew Anne Standerwick, June Degnan, Carol Barril and Denise Carroll

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering Received
Thanks to all who contributed to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. OGHS is the cooperative effort of
several denominations including the United Methodist and Presbyterian USA churches. OGHS funds provide
disaster relief, refugee assistance, and development efforts worldwide.
We have received $1,405.00. Donations may still be made by writing a check to NLUC with “OGHS” in the
memo line.

April 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3 7 Men's Breakfast

4 9 Bartlett Dads

10 Weekend Food 9:30 Lectionary
Assembly
Study
12 ACOA
5:30 Chancel
Choir
5

6 11 Lifering

Easter Sunday

1 Bartlett Toddlers

11 Worship

5:15 JPPJ

7 3 Violin Lessons 8 10 Weekend
Food Assembly
5:30 Kindergarten
Readiness
12 ACOA
3 Girl Scouts

6 ANS Camp 70

6:#0 Taize Worship Service

11 Worship

13 11 Lifering
1 Bartlett Toddlers
5:15 JPPJ

20 11 Lifering

11 Worship

1 Bartlett Toddlers

9
9:30 Lectionary
Study
5 Council

11 Worship

27 11 Lifering
1 Bartlett Toddlers
5:15 JPPJ
5:30 SPRC

10 7 Men's
Breakfast
12 ACOA

11
3 Juneau String
Ensemble

3 Violin Lessons
4 Heartstrings

15 10 Weekend
Food Assembly

7 Mudrooms

12 ACOA

9:30 Lectionary
Study

5:30 Chancel
Choir

5:15 Glory Hole
Board

3 Violin Lessons
4 Heartstrings

8 Juneau Symphony Concert

22 10 Weekend
Food Assembly

23

24 7 Men's
Breakfast

25

21 3 Violin Lessons

12 ACOA

12:30 Nonviolence 5:15 JPPJ
Study
6 ANS Camp 2
3:30 Global Climate change
26 10 Christian
Education

4 Heartstrings

6 Tlingit Language
Families

14 3 Violin Lessons

6 Pre-school board

19 10 CE

3 Violin Lessons

3 Juneau String
Ensemble

Overnight Group

5:30 Chancel
Choir
12 10 Christian
Education

12 ACOA

16

9:30 Lectionary
Study

5:30 Chancel
Choir

28 3 Violin Lessons

29 10 Weekend
Food Assembly
12 ACOA
5:30 Chancel
Choir

17 7 Men's
Breakfast
12 ACOA

12 ACOA
3 Violin Lessons
4 Heartstrings

30
9:30 Lectionary
Study

18
1 Funeral
3 Juneau String
Ensemble

3 Juneau String
Ensemble
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Easter Worship Service, 11:00, Sunday Mar. 5
Downtown at 11th and ‘A’ Street
T: (907) 586-3131
Email: nluc@ak.net
Pastor: Rev. Phil Campbell
E-mail: nlucpastor@ak.net
Intern: Melissa Engel
E-mail: mengel@iliff@edu
Now broadcasting Sunday Services at
https://new.livestream.com/nluchurchjuneau.
Sermons, newsletters and Juneau Empire articles
also can be found on our website:
northernlightchurch.org or you can find us on face book.

Regular Sunday Schedule:
10:00am Christian Education
11:00am Worship
No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.

