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Phi | s Thoughts

Advent is the time of year ys to believe that we control oulerusalem. He was also open to
on the Christian Calendar when \yestinyd that we can be pre- unexpected encounters along the
get ready f or tphredfof évéhy cBnlingehdy? 14y, &@cls as meeting the Syro
Messiah. The emphasis is not onjt possible to be? Most fitihe Phoenician woman whose
the arrival itself, but on all the  parents will tell you that, despitgaughter needed healing, or the
steps necessary to make ready fl| their best efforts to get readgamaritan woman at the well
it. Thus, on December 2 we will nothing could have prepared who needed a new start in life.
prepare the church by hanging th@em for the life changesthat May be oO0be opend i
greens and putting up the Christparenthood requires. And,as port ant Advent p«
mas trees. Children and familiespersons near the end of life, thepyr e par ed. 6 Per haj
will prepare that day by making ar e counsel ed vitatdon s tp bve eathilayiagifita f
Advent crafts they can make usefofa i r s i n o r d e rweré yoBriagandyoor first.s t h
in their homes.thafcanspeakiwihicérifiltyoA@ ¢ AP bs advice i
stop there. Our Sunday School death and life beyond death? to whatever comes our way, re-
classes are preparing the Heifer How can we prepare for the ureeiving it as a gift from which we
Project Living Gift Market that  knowable? Might our prepara- can be learn. Advent tells us to
will take place December 9. Get-tions, as necessary as they ardge open to the possibilities. In-
ting ready for the Christmas pag-sometimes have the opposite sight and understanding may
eant on December 16 will also  effect of their intentions? Doesemerge where we have been
need our attention. Our musical preparation suggest that we camught not to find it. Truth may
groups are busy preparing their avoid surprises? Certainly thereome in packages different from
seasonal songs. In varied ways, gte many ways we can and those we expect. Maybe even in
church and at home, many are should arrange for various life the birth of a poor Palestinian
making their lists and checking events. We clean and maintainJew born of an unwed teenage
; them twiced for gifts, decorations,our homes, buy baby furniture,mother.
parties, and the Iilfe. There is a ladtudy for tests, save for college
to do to get ready: or a down payment on a oSG, cossary to prepare for that

During Advent, worship is '¢t00l when the economy hich we can; it is also important
intended to get us spiritually read§anges, exercise, eat right, gvi remember that life is what

for Christmas. According to Mat-"eégular cheeips, and so on. Al pens to us while we are busy
thewds and L uk e agsque gracialgbut thgyg, iRg plans for something else.
the Baptist, quoting Isaiah, de- 40 not guarantee outcomes. Thie i Sima of making ready,
clares the classic Advent word: unanticipated happens. The bay, o v "5 455 spi rit
OPrepare the WabycCoysseqly,tge makat %9 energy to prepare and with
The preparation is twfold. Ad- ~ Sour, undetected dlsease_strlkgﬁe openness to discover new

_ vent themes emphasize both theOF any number of other things |, &’

_ beginning and the end of life. Th&vé dondt expect

Biblical story entails both prepara- How do we handle thesgn our search for sense and meaning
tion for the bl_rth of the MeSSIah_, things? Some zealously attemmést our hopes and humor fray, God
and preparation for the end of lifex course of eliminating the un-gyrprises earth with heaven, coming
and the return of the Messiah.  predictable and doubling downhere on Christmas Day.
But | wonder if we can re-©On preparation. Jesus, on the
C W f theyl
ally ever be ready for beginnings® t her hand, taug hOWorgsy o the,gng o n

endings, and all the twist and wrkshows the day Co0rm M Unfle! T RYgOuSy G0 N e
in between? Does preparation lef@t only prepared to journey Eo 01 St mas T (e
: ISR Think That What \

As Advent unfolds, it is
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Advent Events

Taizé Worship Dec. 2, 7 p.m.

Start Advent off right by joining us for a special worship service, Sunday, December 2, 7 p.m. in the Sanctuz
Song for the Journey will lead this service in the style of worship that originated in Taizé, France. It features |
ful, meditative music, readings, candlelight, and silence. Taizé worship quiets the mind, opens the heart, anc
the soul. All are welcome. Child care will be provided.

Church Decorating and Crafts Dec. 2 after Worship

On Sunday, Dec.2, after worship, we will ready the church for Christmas. All are invited to help put up green
and banners, decorate Christmas trees, etc. Il n t
will be served. All are invited to help prepare. It will be fun!

Learn Christmas Carols in Tlingit!

The Tlingit Gospel Singers rehears on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All are invited to join them
month to learn to sing Christmas Carols in Tlingit. Get ready to sing Tlingit Carols on Christmas Eve!

Living Gift Market Dec. 9

Heifer International is an ecumenical sustainable agriculture ministry with projects in over 50 countries world
Heifer provides livestoékcows, goats, sheep, chickens@dtr.agricultural families that enable them to provide
food for themselves and their communities. Families are able to "Pass on the Gift" by giving the offspring of
animal they received to another family in their commtthdyi f er 6 s g o al i's to help
tainable food sources. Heifer also cares for the earth through training and equipment that enables environme
friendly practices. Through the Northern Light Living Gift Market, you can help! The Living Gift Market is an c
portunity to O0shop with a consci e rBonday,®ecambdr @&fteo g i
worship you can peruse the booths set up by our Sunday School classes. Each class has chosen animals th
can OoObuyo6é (or buy a share of). You make a donat.
stock for families across the globe. You receive a gift card to senqubtedhén whose name you are making the
donation that informs them of how the gift is he
have everything!o It is a gift that honddssCsadegd he r
Class table will have chickens for sale. The Older Elementary Class will offer pigs, geese, and rabbits, and tf
dle School Class will be promoting sheep. At the High School Class booth you can buy a share of a camel tr
vides milk and transportation for recipient families. Of course, you can purchase any animal from any one of
booths. In 2008, the last time Northern Light held a Living Gift Market, over $2000 was raised for Heifer Inter
tional. On December 9, we will all have the chance to raise even more! Happy shopping.

Christmas Pageant Slated for Dec. 16

Our annual Christmas pageant will be Sunday, December 16 during worship. Children, youth and adults are
welcome to be part of this enactment of the Christmas story. If you would like to help, please contact our pas
Phil, 5863131 nlucpastor@ak.net

Please spread the word and join in the fun. If you would like to help, please sign up at church or €all Phil, 58t
3131 nlucpastor@ak.net

Continued on next page
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Advent continued

Neighborhood Christmas Party Dec. 16, 6:30 p.m.

Last year Northern Light began a new tradition of holding an old fashioned neighborhood Chrisdrhas party
cider, cocoa, carols, cookies, stories and musical entérfastelse thing to get us all in the Christmas spirit!

Annual Advent Luncheon

oLight One Candled6 is the theme of this yeards A
Council. It will b& hursday, December 13, noon toibhourc hur c hés Fe.l | Tomisshiype aHrad d
will be an interfaith sharing of stories about the significance of candlelight and holy days. The speakers are F
Dov Gartenberg, Alaska Writer Laureate Nora Daunehauer, and Rev. Dr. Douglas Dye. Holiday music will al
on the agenda.

The lunch menu is homemade soups, breads, and cookies and a free will donation for the meal will go to the
ry Hole.

There will also be a fair trade bazaar with handicrafts from around théillvarklwelcome to this annual holi-
day gathering of the Juneau community.

Christmas Worship

Christmas Eve Wor- church office, and if itis well as providing assis-
Sh|p given in honor or memoryt_ance for retired and aC-_
of a loved one, please in-tive church workers, their

On Monday, December ude th The SPouses and families who
24, Christmas Eve, all ~ clude the name(s). The o0 had limited income

are welcome to services names will be printed in - \hjle faithfully serving

at6and 9The 6 p.m.  the orders of service on the church. The Glory

service yvill feature carols Hole is the only emergen-
and stories for children. Christmas Eve. Those doey shelter and soup kitch-

At 9 p.m.,, the service Wlllnatlng pOinsettiaS may en in Juneau and is open
include readings, carols, take them home after worseven days a week. Daily,

candlelight, choir anthemgig o pec, 24. the Glory Hole Kitchen
and the music of the Tlin- serves breakfast, lunch,
git Gospel Singers. Phil _ _ and dinner to about 150
will bring the message at Christmas Offering people and distributes
both services. The offering we will re- food boxes to families in

Poinsettias We will dec- ceive on Christmas Eve Nneed, as well as paper bag
oratethe chancd of our  Will be divided between Iurr:ches to |tnd|V|du_aIsf.

: - .-« the Presbyterian Christma4no cannot come in for a
church Wlth Poinsettias Joy Fund and the Glory meal due to work or other
for the Chnstr_nas seasonHole. The Joy Offering  '€asons.

If you would like to do-  gypports racial and ethnic
nate a cost of a Poinsetti®resbyterian related

please send $15 to the schools and colleges as
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Youth Corner

Greetings!
| returned from a brief trip back to

ding activities at Eaglecrest at November. More details TBA!

3:00. Then, they want to com-

Tennessee just before Thanksgiv- ~ MUte to Douglas Community on a 61 ong haul 6 n
ing, and even though the autumn UMC to have their Sustaina- thank everyone who participated in
colors made me miss home, | was ~ Pl€ SecretSantagiftex-  November 178s wor k

eager to get back here to experi-

enceaJunediougl as wi n paénleﬁ(narln?]déag\/ingwill create an oadvisor:
absolutely beautiful out, and the continue for thoSewhowere-t hy ee churchesd co
youth group will have a chanceto N0t there themigidn Anfongitte tdhy thingdwed

show me how to enjoy the winter
months. In addition weekly youth
meetings on Dec. 2 at Northern
Light and Dec. 9 at Douglas, we
have the following special events
lined up:

changé t hey 6 v e dingthelconversation about how to

have promised to not spend &jiscussed were that a council would
single penny on gifts in honoragyise the cooperative youth group
of our reflection onNCreatlon. andthe cooperative youth ministry,
Then, wedl | gme4ér bfhidh Bx@nds Beyohdh €
Douglas community for the  youth from our congregations and
rest of the night! Lots to do  into JuneaiDouglas community. We
herdi again, keep an eye outg|so determined that it would be im-

T December 1% Group viewing & an ear open for more de- portant to make sure youth and rep-
of The Hobbit and Bullwin- tails and/or how to getin-  resentatives from area youth organi-
kleb6s pizza afteadgvedrds. Gl acifidnswould siton the council.
Cinemas hasnot rDeIebasﬁSaAdothe
show times. Keep an eye out gl becember hover .
- night Lock-In & PET Pro-  If you missed the workshop, have no
an ear open for more details : )
ject F (galser%thlL[UC! ear ! Pl ease | et m
about the exact |Lfﬂ ) we Q| .. N
: h'at 60's mor e a ioaontiibotgto thehcanmersation in
probably do it around the same . ) :
food, fellowship, worship, andany way. We will have another con-
youth group normally starts e : . ) )
~ un acjjvities? Spending gn  vening of interested folks some time
(wedr e schedulecI. X e . . : ) .
entire night and morning within January. At this point, there is no
dersgate that week). . o ~ .
_ the same people in a church!long term commitmeiitwe 6 r e s i
1 December 28 Sledding, Sus- That s what t lygiving thedidegsorhesisape.
tainable Secret Santa, and planned to help wrap up 2012
Christmas Carolingin Doug- and launch a fundraiser to  Thanks so much! And enjoy this sea-
las. The Sunday before Christ- support the PET Project, a s on o f Godds Life

mas is going to be busy! The
youth hope to organize sled-

Operation Christmas Child

personal mobility device Love.

youth learned about earlier in

Well done Northern Lighters! | am happy to report that our participation in Operation Christmas Child was up
this year from the previous two. NLUC delivered 21 boxes to OCC in 2010, 33 boxes idBdidxamul

2012. 46 children across the world will have the joy of receiving a gift this Christmas season they will also ha
opportunity to learn about Jesus Christ all due to your efforts. | look forward to seeing if we can continue the
growth trend next year. Thank you for your strong participation in this project this year.

Karen Lipson
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Holiday Mission Bazaar

The Community of Chris- Bazaar this year and marnmore of you to join us.
ti an Wome n 0 sagetito keepceeegyone
Mission Bazaar ended happy and organized even
with a blaze of success. providing the cash boxes We especially owe a big
What a couple of days it for every booth. A spe- thanks to all of the people
was! First on Friday set- cial thanks to Don and Who made soups and to
ting up tables full of deli- Marion Gotschallwho  those who spent hours
cious delights, crafts, atticcontinue to fill one side cooking, baking and pack-
treasures and artistic ~ of the Fellowship Hall ~ aging so many pies and
items; then on Saturday with beautiful turned holiday goodies to be sold
the doors opened at 9  bowls, refurbished dolls at the Bakery downstairs
AM and the people of  and lots of handmade  and served from the
Juneau flooded in to lookjtems. Also special kitchen. The Bakery
fondle and buy. What a thanks to Peggy Metcalf, completely sold out this
day! The kitchen began Carol Barril, Eve Reckleyyear. WOW!
putting out pieces of pie Janet Kussart,_ and Ginny Continued on page 6
even before the soups  Palmer for their contin-
were hot so people could ued support over the
sit with a warm cup of  years.
coffee and a homemade
piece of pie. Conversa-
tion filled the room as  To all of the rest of our
friends greeted each otheworkers including several
and new acquaintances husbands who moved
were made. It is easy to tables, boxes and carried
sit down with a piece of packages, such as Don
pie or a bowl of soup andKussart and KJ Metcalf
meet someone new. we thank you so much.
The list is endless. We
had quite a crew working
The success of the Bazaaon Friday for set up and
happens because all of ustaffing the booths on
at Northern Light United Saturday: Karen & Olga
Church come together to Lipson, Jennifer Shap-
make sure we raise mon-land, Jacque Farnsworth,
ies for our mission pro- Teresa Campbell, Lorna
jects. This year was one Kent, Susan and Alida
of the best with many  Bus, Sue Lium, Andi Sto-
new workers and many ry, and L:aura & Rachel
old timers who have sup-Doogan, Agi Bellagh,
ported the Bazaar year Lindy Ferguson and Myra
after year. A big thank Munson. Special thanks
you to Judy Knight who to all the new volunteers
was the chairman of the and next year we need
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Bazaar Continued

Money is still coming in and all the bills have not been received so we will let you know at a later date the arr
of our profit this year. At a CCW meeting after Christmas we will be selecting our mission projects and alloc:
funds. CCW targets its mission projects and programs to those that focus on women and children in Juneau

ka and the world.

And so Northern Lighters, you can be proud to call yourself part of Northern Light and for all you did for kicki
off the holiday season with a splash of cheer. Thank you to all who came to shop and to have lunch.

Each December, The cost per bag has been aroundoffering plate December 16. If you
we at Northern $5.00. This year we expect to fill aniss getting it to the offering, drop

Light and other least 225 bags at an approximate it by the church office during regular
Juneau churches cost of $1,125.00 or more. The office hours as soon as possible be-
join to provide people of Northern Light have fore December 22. We will collect

Christmas bags for been the major contributor to this the funds given for LCCC on De-
the residents at the endeavor each year. The religiouscember 16 in order to purchase the
Lemon Creek Correctional Centervolunteers really appreciate this things that will go into the bags.
(LCCC). The bags contain writingand we know the residents are hap-

materiat pencils, pens, note paperpy t o know t hat Egckyeslvefil theobbgs att her e
stamped envelopes, small New care. Northern Light. This year we
Testament, assorted candies and will fill the bags from 9 AM to

other items. Some of these bags If you want to help pay for these noon on Saturday, December 22.
will be the only Christmas gifts  gifts, please put your check or Please come and participate. Many
these residents will receive this  money in a pew envelope separatéhands make quick work and you will
Christmas. from regular offerings. Make your be blessed.

check to NLUC and note 0o0LCCCO

in the memo line. Place it in the Dick Haight
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Pledges still being accepted

The 2012 Stewardship Campaign ismany programs it can undertake turned in the Sunday morning
coming to an endandsufpbreduri@Ggtme yeai ghe doSering plate or directly to the
goals were to raise awareness of more pledges that are received, theDffice (400 West ®iStreet, Ju-
Northern Light 6&s mdeatcBratd thesestimdte ofithe endas 99801 gluc@ak.nét

and encourage as many supporters amount of money available next

as possible to pledge financial sup- year will be.

port for our 2013 program. To date Each pledge is an estimate of giv-

we have received 32 pledges. ing for the coming year. As an
Last year 54 pledges were returnedzstimate, it is always, without

Hopefully this yneesfosesplagatome pstifigar w
Thanks to all who have returned  match or exceed thatnumber. t i on, subject to
their pledges. Returned pledges ardReaders who wish to return a needs require. Thanks again to
important for development of the  pledge card but have not yet done those who have already pledged
church budget for next year. Re-  so are encouraged to return the ~ @s Well of those who still will.
turned pledges indicate how much card. Cards are available at the en-
money Northern Light will have trance to the Sanctuary or in the
available during 2013 and, thus, hovChurch Office. They can be re-

Library Reminder

REMINDER: WE ry books, Church study We're especially proud of
HAVE A LIBRARY books, books osocial the large section of chil-
HERE IN OUR justice, Faith and Christi- dren's books.

CHURCH, AT THE anity books, stories of

BOTTOM OF THE Jesus, and other people ip| EASE COME SEE!
STAIRS. the Bible in both child,

and teen and adult ven-

ues. We also have a secAndi and | have worked
Electronics have made  tion of interesting, inspi- to make the librarg
books rather old rational novels for both comfortable and enjoya-
fashioned. But some, if  adults and teens. We  ble experienceCome on
not many of us, still like have books on marriage, down and check it outl
the feel of a book in handfamilies, raising children, challenge you to spend 10
to read. single parenting and medto 15 minutes in our li-

ical issues. Thereare brary and not come out

_ even a couple of books with a good book to read
In our Church library at  on physical fitnes#ind a hands on!!!!
the bottom of the stairS  pynch of Christmas how
we have many kinds of _tg and decorate books.
interesting, mformatlve » And many other sub- Lorna Kent
inspiring,and joyful jects.
books. Besides Bibles,
and Bible study are histo-
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Strong Giving Continues

During November congregational support
OPERATIONAL REVENUE ] ) . .
January to November tinued to be amazingly robust. THANK YOU! We are living proof that even in hard
economic times it is still possible to be extravagantly generous.

$250,000 -

$200,000 |

So far this year our giving has been almost 12% greater than it was last year during tt
same time span. This generosity enables Northern Light to (even better than last yea
fulfill our collective commitment to love, peace, and justice for all.

$150,000 -
$100,000 -

$50,000 -

Y For this we are truly grateful.

Year

Jim Alter, Treasurer

Your photori a holiday gift for NLUC!

Lights, camera, actiohe Deacons invite youto a help us put names with fac@$ease take a minute to
special holiday photo sessionluring the fellowship have your photo taken in order to support those of us
hour after church durirgySundays in December 9, that are challenged in remembering names!

16, and 23The photos will be compiled into an album

pictorial directory of members and friends a gift to allThanks so much to Alisha Saulnier for offering her

of us at NLUC.In addition to "name tag Sundays" thphotography skills, and to Jane Ginterdifering to
photos will support our fellowship and hospitality andrganize the directory

Your Nominating Committee at work

The Church Nominating Committee has begun their work of putting together a slate of Council and Committs
members who will serve our church in the coming year. Nominees are sought for the Church Council, Deacc
Staff Parish Relations Committee, and the Committee on Property Management. If you are interested in sen
on one of these committees, or in finding out what serving on one might entail, please contact a member of t
Nominating Committee, Kristy Germain, Jenifer Shapland, Bruce Morley, Pattie Adkisson, Margaret Pugh, Ji
Ann Alter, Phil Campbell, or call the church;3I5H8L.

JPPJ news

Thank you, Northern Light, for welcoming Juneau People for Peace andWastteete@t NLUCas an action
of the Mission Committe&aturday, Nov. 24 we celebrated 10 years, with HOPE for the work/édéead.
changing our meeting night and HOPE that you will join us with your stories, thoughts, concemnd,pceas,
ers whenever you are abi¢e'll meet Monday evenings from &11%. Come when you can.

Judith Maier
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2012 Thanksgiving Dinner at Eagle River United Methodist Camp




